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Is It Glory to God—or to YOU? 


A Fat 


Live by 


by Margaret B. Fraser 


So for men to search their own glory is not 
glory.— PROVERBS 25:27 (KJV) 


A SERVANT of the Lord’s is a serious as well 
as a happy experience. There are many of us who 
toil day by day to help bring Christ into the lives 
of others. Some of us work constantly with the 
church, others help those who are sick mentally 
or physically, some by being friends, and others 
work to help those who are sick spiritually. 

Working for Christ is quite a different matter 
than working at some office job. The hours are 
longer and the fruits of the product are not seen 
quite as easily as they are in office work. 

In working for Christ, the first thing that an 
individual wants to do is shed the cloak of ego. 
All to often we wear a mask that doesn’t fool those 
around us or the Lord either. We are the ones 
that are being fooled. We think the job is well 
done and then wait for praise from our fellow men. 

Much to our liking we get that praise and the 
glory of the Lord is left out. Then what we did 
was not for the Lord or for the good of those 
around us, but for our own glory. And we just 
wallow in it. When something else has to be done, 
we jump right into the job, for we know that we 
will be rewarded again. 

Is that really being a true servant of the Lord? 
What happens to him? True working for him 
does not involve praise from those around us, but 
from the Lord himself. What greater reward do 
you want than the assurance from him, and “Well 
done’’? 

So whatever job is offered to you, whatever op- 
portunity you take, do it as though the hand of 
God were moving, the lips of God were moving, 
and the love of God were being shed and not your 
hand or your lips. For a man that searches his 
own glory does not find glory, but a man that 
searches for the glory of the Lord finds heavenly 
glory that will abide with him always. 


PRAYER: O Lord, guide our paths as we perform 
our daily tasks for thee. May we not search for 
our own glory, but may we be ever humble and 
grateful that we can serve thee on earth and give 
glory to thy name in the hearts of those we meet 
daily. Let us work for thy glory each day, with 
our hand, lips, and feet, remembering that you 
are their guiding power. Unto thee we give praise 
and thanks.—AMEN. 
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Inner, not outer 
Voluntary, not coercive 
Spiritual, not material 


And born of the common experience 
Of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 








Adapted from an address de- 

livered before the State Conven- 
tion of Christian Churches in 
Mount Sterling, Ky., this thought- 
ful presentation will be of inter- 
est to the total brotherhood. 
““.. . eager to maintain the 
umty of the Smrit m the 
bond of peace.’’ (Ephesians 
4:3) 


E HEAR much talk these 
days about the ecumenical 
movement, the union or re-union 
of churches, and the cooperative 
endeavors of the 34 denomina- 
tions in the National Council of 
Churches and of the 169 bodies 
in the World Council of Churches. 
All of this sounds a responsive 
chord in the heart of every ar- 
dent Disciple of Christ for in just 
such a conception is the genius of 
our movement. 

With all this talk about Chris- 
tian union, we hear compara- 
tively little about unity of Spirit. 

Without passing judgment 
upon “the great” of another day, 
without any desire to debunk but 
rather only to try to stand on 
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by Leslie R. Smith 


Minister, Central Christian Church 
Lexington, Kentucky 


their shoulders, let me suggest 
that if in the past our unity of 
Spirit had kept pace with our 
argumentative natures, there 
might have been less pride in the 
pronouncement of our divine di- 
rective; there might have been 
less coercion; there might have 
been less dogmatism; there might 
have been more overt attempts at 
union. 

We must confess that, while in- 
dividuals trained in our ranks 
have contributed much to union 
movements, our church as such 
has remained pretty sterile. I 
am afraid we have been more in- 
terested in a technique than in a 
spirit. 

The result is that much of the 
rest of the religious world is forg- 
ing ahead in that movement at 
whose birth our genius was at 
least the attending physician. 

Since the turn of the century 
there has been an average of one 
union between religious bodies 
per year. Yet we Disciples, who 
were born in the idea of Christian 
union, have not figured in any of 
these. When I look to the future 
of the National and World Coun- 


cils of Churches, I fear that this 
humiliating fact may be repeated 
and that we may not have suf- 
ficient spiritual development to 
assume our place of leadership in 
their advance. 

Surely the attempt at coopera- 
tion of the various groups at dif- 
ferent levels requires a mature 
spiritual experience which sees 
beyond the trappings of dogmatic 
belief and organization to the 
core of the gospel. 

When I sense that the ecumeni- 
cal movement means a pooling of 
the strengths of all groups and 
the surrender of those things 
which do not really count, I pray 
that the Disciples may grow so 
in unity of Spirit that we may 
not only catch up with the other 
groups but that we may also be- 
come an example in a surrender 
of identity if need be to make the 
prayer of Christ a reality. 

What a demand this would be 
for spiritual development! Per- 
haps it behooves us Disciples, 
who started the ball rolling in 
this modern emphasis on ecu- 
menicity, now to get into the van- 
guard in the development of the 
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unity of the Spirit without which 
no organic union or cooperative 
endeavor can ever be effective. 

What is “the unity of the 
Spirit” of which Paul speaks? 
The phrase can be interpreted to 
mean the unity which the Holy 
Spirit creates in those Christians 
who have received its baptism. 
It may also be interpreted as the 
unity which is created in the 
sphere of the human spirit. But, 
as Westcott suggests, “In the end 
the two thoughts are coincident; 
for the unity which rules man’s 
spirit cannot but be a gift of the 
Spirit of God.” 

This unity of Spirit is inner, 
not outer although the outer ex- 
pression should naturally follow 
the inner development. It has to 
do with man’s nature. The Chi- 
nese symbol for man is two 
swords, as if he were a walking 
civil war. And that he is, until 
he attains unity of Spirit, until all 
the various parts of his nature 
rotate about a strong central core 
and he becomes an _ integrated 
personality. 

But this inner Spirit of unity 
has to do not only with the or- 
ganization of one’s inner self but 
also it relates to personal rela- 
tionships. A man should be not 
only a well-adjusted person but 
also one with whom others can 
live in peace. 

This Spirit of unity requires a 
social imagination—the ability to 
put one’s self in the other per- 
son’s place. No outer unity or 
union is_ possible without it 
whether it be in industry, where 
personnel managers confess that 
up to 75 per cent of dismissals 
are because people cannot get 
along with their associates, or in 
the Church, where Paul insists to 
the Romans, “. . Wwe, though 
many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually members one of 
another’ (Romans 12:5), and to 
the Corinthians, “. . . as the body 
is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so 
it is with Christ. For by one 
Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves 
or free—and all were made to 
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drink of one Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12: 
12:13.) 

And again, ‘Now you are the 
body of Christ and individually 
members of it.” (1 Cor. 12:27.) 
Can a church possibly be a church 
until its members have a unity 
of spirit toward one another? Is 
not the Church the Church be- 
cause it is made up of holy and 
loving people associated to- 
gether? 

What has made them holy and 
loving? Is it not their oneness 
not only of their inner selfhood, 
not only with other members but 
also oneness with the Holy Spirit, 
the Eternal within them? This 
is the third aspect of this inner 
unity. 

Order, beauty, truth, love mean 
harmony. Because of spirits 
dedicated to the ideal, they form 
a perfect unity. Wherever there 
is unity, there God is. Discord 
rules God out. 

A Chinese theological profes- 
sor says, ‘Before we can win the 
peoples of the world by teaching 
them the love of Christ, we must 
set an example to them how we 
love one another within the 
Christian fold.” “By this shall 
all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples, if ye have love one to an- 
other.”” (John 13:35.) 

As unity of spirit is inner and 
not outer, it follows that it is 
composed of spiritual qualities 
rather than material entities. The 
unity of Spirit is not of organiza- 
tion, it is of attitude. It is not 
a common creed, code, ritual or 
polity. 

If we say, “Let us find a for- 
mula upon which we can unite,” 
we are subordinating truth to 
unity, are we not? It would be 
possible to have the whole of 
Christendom organized in one 
vast corporation and yet be as 
far off as ever from attaining 
Christian unity. What Jesus 
prayed for was a spiritual unity, 
“that they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me and I in 
thee, that they also may be one 
in us.” (John 17:21.) 

The unity of Spirit being inner 
and not outer, spiritual rather 
than organizational, it is also vol- 
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untary and not coercive. Men 
cannot be argued into or com- 
pelled into a Spirit of unity. Two 
cats’ tails can be tied together. 
While there is union, there is no 
unity. 

There is no true unity where 
men are, in Milton’s phrase, 
“forced and frozen together.’ It 
must come spontaneously and 
from within. 

Unmindful of this, fanatics in 
many denominations and faiths 
have insisted that unless every- 
one believed as they believe, there 
could be no salvation. This is 
unity by force. It is outward. It 
is of creeds, and dogmas, and or- 
ganization. This is not the unity 
of the Spirit. 


Again, the unity of Spirit is of 


consecration rather than of decla- | 


ration. You know when one has 
it. Through it men of widely di- 
vergent views are bound together 
by something far deeper than 
ecclesiasticism and dogma. 

As one sits in a World Council 
meeting, as I had opportunity to 
do last summer in Nyborg, Den- 
mark, with representatives of the 
Coptics, the Greek Orthodox 
Catholic, the Anglican and the 
non-liturgical, he senses. that 
while they can agree only that 
Christ is the Hope of the World 
(and how great is that!), yet 
they are bound together in a deep 
unity. 

When we pierce deeper than 
the notions of the understanding 
to that all-subduing temper and 
habit of spirit, do we not there 
find the essence of unity? It is 
in consecration and not declara- 
tion. 

Finally, this unity of Spirit is 
born of the common experience of 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
How wonderfully this fits into 
the Disciple emphasis of no creed 
but Christ, provided this empha- 
sis means not just an assent to 
(confession of) but the experi- 
ence of Jesus Christ not once but 
constantly. 


Unity of Spirit is inner not 
outer; spiritual, not material; 
voluntary, not coercive; of conse- 
cration rather than declaration; 
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and born of the common experi- 
ence of Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior. 


OW can we and our churches 

develop this unity of Spirit, 
we who are committed to Chris- 
tian union. First we must right- 
ly evaluate it, which is what we 
have attempted to do thus far 
in this article. Next, since it is 
inner and devotional, we can turn 
to the cultivation of the Christ 
Spirit in our lives. It is here that 
we Disciples need to square our 
speech-making and our practice. 


Let us honestly ask ourselves 


name is no sign he is damned. 
Surely we do not believe that we 
are the only Christians but Chris- 
tians only—surely not everyone 
must come to our backyard. This 
thing of trying to pour everyone 
into the same mold is neither 
democratic nor natural. 

There is no uniformity in Na- 
ture. No two human beings, no 
two stars, no two flowers in all 
the universe are exactly alike. 
Nor can I believe that uniformity 
of mind among men is desired 
by the mind of God. 

Every man is individually en- 
dowed. This is what makes for 


“Perhaps it behooves us as Disciples, who started the 
ball rolling in this modern emphasis on ecumenicity, now 
to get into the vanguard in the development of the unity 
of the Spirit, without which no organic union or coopera- 
tive endeavor can ever be effective.” 


this question, “In our one hun- 
dred and fifty years of history, 
have we not been more interested 
in a technique for joining than 
we have in a technique for becom- 
ing? 

It is not an overstatement to 
say that the majority of Disciples 
have been spiritually starved. 
Their connection with religion 
has been pretty largely that of 
a personality, a social group, or 
as an officer in some organization. 

When one or all of these were 
removed, the poor member floun- 
dered. Why? Because his reli- 
gion was not based upon his own 
experience of the Eternal God as 
revealed in Christ, but rather 
upon whether or not he liked a 
minister, whether his friends at- 
tended this same _ group, or 
whether he was given some place 
of prominence in the organiza- 
tional life of the church. 

If a technique is developed so 
that each day is marked by inti- 
mate contact with God and Jesus 
Christ, unity of Spirit will cer- 
tainly be undergirded. 

In the third place, we had best 
learn to live and to let live. Be- 
cause someone bears another 
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diversity and interest. Suppose 
an artist, a sculptor, and a poet 
are asked to describe “evening.” 
The artist with pallet and brush 
in hand splashes blazing sunset 
across a canvas with only a sug- 
gestion of lowering shadows. 

But the sculptor, having no 
colors at his disposal, molds a 
mother, weary after a long day’s 
work, with a sleeping child in her 
arms. This creation in marble 
brings a sense of peace and calm 
and the rest of eventide. 

How different are these, yet 
each possesses the same sense of 
eventide. This is unity in diver- 
sity. 

Let him who thinks he is 
Christ’s own, find that others 
whose judgment he disputes, and 
whose doctrines do not coincnde 
with his, are nonetheless just as 
much Christ’s as he is. 

There is no reason why loyalty 
to one Lord should not express 
itself in a myriad of different 
ways through a multitude of dif- 
fering characters from many dis- 
tinctive cultures. Each must an- 
swer for himself to the one Lord. 
This is good Disciple doctrine. 

We have no right to demand 


that another’s experience should 
be exactly like ours. There be di- 
versity, but in all things charity 
(the unity of the Spirit). 

Fourth, we will surely partici- 
pate in all cooperative endeavors 
on all levels. For years we have 
carried on our bulletin, as I am 
sure many of you do, “This 
Church supports the work of the 
Lexington Ministerial Associa- 
tion, the Lexington Council of 
Churches, the Kentucky State 
Council of Churches, the National 
Council of Churches, and the 
World Council of Churches,” as 
a witness to the unity of Spirit 
which we believe is _ possible 
among all the participating 
groups of these various organiza- 
tions. 

Finally, we can practice Chris- 
tian union in our local congrega- 
tions. We are proud that we 
were born on American soil and 
have become the largest of such 
groups, ranking sixth among all 
the denominations of the coun- 
try. 

Just as America is the melting 
pot of the world, so may the 
Christian Church be the melting 
pot of all denominations, not 
through forcing our interpreta- 
tions upon them; but through 
sharing of experience, thought, 
and fellowship, find enrichment 
for all. 

We may practice Christian 
Union through the unity of the 
Spirit with those of other back- 
grounds, within the local church. 
Here we may do what the founder 
of Methodism counseled in such 
true Disciple fashion, “Give me 
thine hand! I do not mean, be 
of my opinion; you need not. I 
do not expect or desire it, neither 
do I mean I will be of your opin- 
ion. . . . Keep your opinion and 
I mine, as steadily as ever... . 
I have no desire to dispute with 
you one moment; let all matters 
stand aside, let them never come 
into. sight. If thine heart is as 
my heart, if thou love God and 
all mankind, I ask no more, give 
me thine hand!” 

Only the common experience of 
Christ can make possible such 
unity of Spirit. 
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Editorials 





Wake Up and Read 


O YOU read yourself to sleep at night? 

Conversation about reading sometimes 
doesn’t get beyond this topic. We weren’t 
there, but it is doubtful if this was the pur- 
pose for which the art of reading came into 
being. 

The slogan for National Library Week, just 
ending, affords us another opportunity for 
emphasis upon Christian literature, as we 
near the end of our ninth-year emphases, his- 
tory, unity and Christian literature. 

The admonition to “wake up” has both lit- 
eral meaning and figurative overtones. Aside 
from reading purely for entertainment, which, 
of course, has its place, one has to be alert 
if he is to profit from reading. 

A full stomach, a western on TV, “rock” 
on the radio in another room, the laments of 
your favorite baseball writer on the poor 
showing of your favorite team the first week 
of the season—these add up to a poor back- 
ground for an evening with Hiawatha, Haw- 
thorne or Hosea. 

On the figurative side, it is important to 
“wake up” to the necessity of reading. Even 
those who discuss the matter in print (for 
others to read) sometimes stress only the 
social and psychological values of reading. 
It is pleasant to impress a travel companion 
with our insight into Pasternak, but it can 
be merely an effort to compliment ourselves 
on our superiority in such social graces. 

Last year, when the first National Library 
Week was observed, Herbert Hoover and 
Harry S. Truman issued a joint statement 
and Dwight D. Eisenhower proclaimed the 
week, following a joint resolution of Con- 
gress. The person who doesn’t think reading 
is important might well contrast his judg- 
ment with that of such persons. 

The objective of the week is “to remind the 
American people that reading can help them 
to explore and to satisfy their need for a 
greater sense of purpose and meaning in their 
lives, . . . to set apart a time when people 
can rededicate themselves to the ideas and 
ideals of a free society.” 

As the Hoover-Truman joint statement 
said, “Within the walls of even the smallest 
library in our land lie the treasures, the wis- 
dom and the wonder of man’s greatest ad- 
ventures on this earth.” 

No other medium of information affords 
quite the substantial stimulation for the hu- 


man mind and spirit that the printed page 
does. That which we hear and see is fleeting. 
A book can become a lifetime friend and 
guide. Our own interpretation and use of 
such materials can be rechecked through the 
years, with the first source of the thought. 

The Bible and the countless books it has 
inspired are the foundation of Christian edu- 
cation. We may feel that we know the 
“facts.” But if we, and our society, do not 
yet live the life, it is high time to “wake up” 
and read again. 

The American Library Association and the 
twenty-seven national agencies which have 
cooperated in sponsoring this emphasis “for 
a better-read, better-informed America” have 
done us a good turn. Some better habits of 
reading better materials may develop better 
lives for a better tomorrow. 


Our First Line of Defense 


HERE is quite a difference of opinion, 

even among those charged with the re- 
sponsibility, as to the nature and extent of 
defensive measures which nations need to- 
day. The President shows a chart of present 
and proposed atomic weapons, and the next 
day a Congressman says that the false im- 
pression was given that we had weapons 
“running out of our ears.” 

Weapons, atomic and otherwise, when put 
to use in warfare, settle immediate problems. 
They decide who will dominate the scene 
when the fighting is finished. No one sup- 
poses that they are a measure of the basic 
things of life. No people want to live by the 
sword, permanently. 

We suggest that the first line of defense 
is not the DEW line, but community stand- 
ards of living. From the home, church, 
school and their reflected influence in com- 
munity life, comes the future of a society. 

There is a danger that we shall be so con- 
cerned with a series of “emergencies” that 
we neglect the development of permanent 
standards of morality that will eventually 
eliminate the emergencies, or change their 
nature and the manner of dealing with them. 

The inter-relatedness of communities is in- 
creasing rapidly, day by day. What is ac- 
cepted as “right” in each of them has more 
to do with the ultimate use of atomic weap- 
ons than we are often willing to admit. The 
“first line” is harder to keep than the front 
line. 
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Our Decade of Decision Must Be Relevant 





as seen by a CIRCULT RIDER 





by Willis M. Whitaker 


Director of Church Relations 
Chapman College, Orange, California 


ERSPECTIVE makes a difference. Jesus said 

to Peter on one occasion, “Get thee behind me, 
you Satan! You are a hindrance to me! Your 
outlook is not God’s but man’s.” (MATT. 16:23, 
Moffatt translation.) 

The fine art of being Christian is to learn to 
look at values from God’s point of view and to 
live life according to his will. As Christians, our 
constant struggle is to learn the mind and will of 
Christ. » 

We were interested in reading the perspective 
gained by Dr. Parker Rossman, for eight years 
a national youth work executive for the Disciples 
of Christ, who has recently resigned to become 
an associate professor at Yale. 

In reflecting on the past eight years he states 
that his foremost concern is “The irrelevance of 
so much of what the Church does.” (C-H, Aug. 
18, 1958.) 

Dr. Elton Trueblood, who has another perspec- 
tive, has recently said, “The Church is our biggest 
unevangelized field. There are literally millions 
in the Church whose lives have never really been 
changed enough to give them any dynamic 
sense of Christian duty and action.” (C-E, Aug. 
18, 1958.) 

Those who week after week contact many 
churches gain a different perspective than those 
who week after week worship and work in the 
same congregation. During the past seven years 
I have had the privilege of going in and out among 
the Christian Churches in California, Arizona, and 
Nevada. It is my hope and prayer that the per- 
spective I have gained may help to give a new 
perspective to the leaders of these and other 
churches. 

With that prayer in my heart I take my pen 
in hand to write some of the things I have ob- 
served as a present-day circuit rider. 

Far too many of our churches in times past have 
been built on side streets, and look like apartment 
houses. Others remind one of the slogan, “Too 
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little and too late.” But there has come a change 
for the better. Our newer churches are better lo- 
cated and have adequate room for expansion and 
parking. One can count on the fingers of one 
hand the churches which have built, or remodeled, 
which have the pulpit in the center of the platform. 
During the decade of the ’50’s the chancel has be- 
come ordinance centered, with the Lord’s table 
and baptistry in the center and the pulpit and lec- 
tern on either side. 

Most church boards have also reorganized on a 
functional basis. This makes possible the harness- 
ing of the total man power of the church. It takes 
away control from any would-be dictator, be he 
minister or ruling elder. It also takes the church 
out of the hands of a small board, or small clique, 
and makes the church more democratic and con- 
gregational in its government. 

Having run the gamut from serving as the min- 
ister of the church to which I belong, to being the 
kind of a member who sends his wife, sends his 
check once a month, but who attends only a few 
times each year, I can see the value of the kind 
of a plan which tends to keep every member work- 
ing at the task. 

It is exceedingly difficult to maintain an active 
interest in a church when one is not working at 
some phase of the task week by week. Every 
member of the church needs to be involved, not 
only for the sake of the church but for his own 
sake. 

Our churches are also growing toward unified 
budgets. I know there are two opinions about the 
worth of the unified budget, but I believe the uni- 
fied budget is making better stewards. Our mem- 
bers are being taught that as Christians they have 
responsibility not only for paying the utility bills 
and minister’s salary, but they have responsibility 
for the total outreach task of the church. 

The benefits of the unified budget are three. 
First, the people are now giving $5, $10, $25 per 
week to the church instead of fifty cents or a dol- 
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lar. This makes it easier to teach and practice 
tithing. The greatest value is the growing realiza- 
tion that the church is no longer a “local church,” 
but rather the church is world-wide in its out- 
reach, and must include every phase of the work 
of the church in its concern. 


A by-product of the ordinance-centered chancel, 
the functional board, and the unified budget is 
that these things are taking the minister off of 
the spot. No longer is the preacher the main cen- 
ter of attraction, the sermon the “whole show.” 

No longer is he solely responsible for a dip in at- 
tendance in the youth department or low income 
into the church treasury. 


No longer can he be condemned for not getting 
the whole task of the church done. No longer is 
his salary the chief item in a unified budget. The 
results: longer pastorates and worship services 
that exalt Christ, instead of the preacher. 

We also have better trained ministers. At least 
they are better trained in mind and in organiza- 
tional techniques. We are not so sure that they 
would all qualify for the cattleman’s request. The 
Bishop had asked them, ‘‘How big a preacher do 
you want?” He inferred, “How much are you will- 
ing to pay?” One of the men replied, ‘‘We don’t 
care how big he is, all we want is a man, who, 
when he gets down on his knees can reach up to 
Heaven.” We have the feeling that our ministers 
are too busy oiling their machinery to have time 
to pray! 

There are some disturbing things to report. I 
refer to the evident lack of spiritual vitality in 
too many of our churches. Some ministers are 
so busy running the treadmill that they have no 
time to read, meditate, pray. 

One gets the impression that there are too many 
joiners and too many converts in the pews. Some- 
times it appears that the most important event of 
the week is the wiener roast to be held in Podunk 
Park on Wednesday night. 

Other times one is sure that more important 
than spiritual values are the material values such 
as new buildings and new furniture, which will 
give social prestige, and become the pride and joy 
of any pagan who makes things his aim in life. 

It is no secret that during the past seven years 
the Sunday night evangelistic service, and the 
Wednesday night prayer meeting have almost to- 
tally disappeared. It could just be that the demise 
of these two are largely responsible for the fact 
that so few new members know just what they 
believe, or are spiritually motivated. 

On the other hand, there is no sense in striving 
to retain meetings, or tools, that have lost their 
usefulness, just to be able to say, “we still have a 
Wednesday night prayer meeting.” 

Jesus said, “It is the spirit that gives life, the 
flesh is of no avail.” (John 6:63.) A body that 
is bereft of its spirit is a corpse, and these two 
services have died. The dead need to be buried. 
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However, somewhere in the life and program of 
the church, prayer must become a vital factor, and 
new converts must be indoctrinated in the precepts 
of Christ. 

That these disturbing feelings on my part have 
some basis in fact was substantiated both at the 
Northern California and Southern California con- 
ventions last year. Northern California reports 
showed that the churches organized before 1950 
did not report as many members to the 1957 Year 
Book as they had reported in 1950. 


The only gain in membership was in the new 
churches organized since that date. Southern Cali- 
fornia figures showed that there had been 55,000 
new members since 1950, but the total reported 
in the 1957 Year Book was only 1,750 more than 
in 1950. 


Death, a moving population, and other factors 
were involved, but it is apparent that we do not 
take our religion too seriously. Somehow there 
is a definite lack of spiritual depth and power to 
make the kind of converts we read about on the 
day of Pentecost. 


Another disturbing observation of this circuit 
rider as he travels around is that, while we be- 
lieve in “foreign”? missions, we do not believe in 
“home” missions. Basically, the new churches 
which have been built in this decade have been 
for the purpose of following the middle-class white 
man around as he moves from the city, which has 
been caught in a shifting population, to the 
suburbs. 

We believe that the hour has come, when, like 
the West Side Christian Church of San Francisco 
and the McCarty Memorial Christian Church of 
Los Angeles, our churches must stay put and min- 
ister to those who move into their areas. 

Wheels were a wonderful invention. They en- 
able men to go places and carry loads easier, faster 
and farther. However, nowhere do people seem 
to worship wheels, as an end in themselves, except 
in church organization. Just because the church, 
through the functional plan, has been able to so 
organize the wheels that they properly mesh, so 
that a single telephone call will set in motion all 
of the wheels, is no sure sign that the church has 
accomplished anything except an organizational 
feat. 

“A decade of decision is a good name for our 
program in the ’60’s. As “Responsible Disciples 
with a Mission Begun” we need constantly to re- 
evaluate what we are doing in the light of the great 
purposes of Christ. 

I believe Dr. Parker Rossman was right, and 
that we must give more concern in the years ahead 
to that which is relevant. 

If men are to be redeemed, if the world is to 
have peace, if juvenile delinquents are to be trans- 
formed, if justice is to prevail, it will be because 
we catch a fresh vision of Christ and with greater 
dedication of purpose seek to do his will. 
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Survey Notes Importance of Counseling 


ATLANTIC City, N. J.—Most ministers of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. believe. that pastoral counseling is just as 
important as preaching in serving their congregations, according 
to reports of a survey revealed here. 


Results of the study were disclosed 
at a meeting of the denomination’s 
Board of Christian Education which 
conducted the three-year nation- 
wide survey of family life in Amer- 
ica. 

The report also said that many 
Presbyterian families feel that some 
church activities serve as a divisive 
influence in family life. Parents 
said that in church functions men 
are separated from women and 
children from their fathers and 
mothers, instead of all being to- 
gether as a unit. 


Making the survey were J. C. 
Wynn, the board’s director of family 
education research; and Dr. Roy 
Fairchild, a research specialist on 
family education for the board. 

Findings will be used to help mold 
the Church’s adult and youth edu- 
cation programs which are guided 
by the board in the denomination’s 
9,500 congregations. 

Drs. Wynn and Fairchild said that 
the average Presbyterian pastor 
devotes about five hours weekly to 
counseling, but much more time to 
the preparation of sermons, preach- 
ing and church administration. 

However, they stressed, the minis- 
ters rank counseling on a par with 
preaching as a means of serving 
their parish and as a source of 
“satisfaction.” 

Most ministers wish to obtain 
further training in methods of 
counseling parishioners about family 
difficulties and personal problems, 
the report said. 


Davy Jones Bibles 


NEw LONDON, CONN.—For the 


‘first time since it began donating 


Bibles to the Navy in 1817, the 
American Bible Society extended 
its distribution to the U. S. sub- 
marine fleet. 

At a ceremony aboard the U.S. S. 
Irex here, Richard H. Ellingson of 
New York, a secretary of the society, 
presented a ship’s Bible and illus- 
trated New Testament to Lt. Comdr. 
Lloyd S. Smith, Jr., the sub’s com- 
manding officer. 


Since its first gift of 65 Bibles 
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to the Navy in 1817, the society has 
distributed more than 43,000,000 
copies to U. S. and allied armed 
forces. Distribution last year to 
the armed forces totaled 1,064,100 
volumes. 


Radio Series Uplifting 


Mass Media 


New YorK—Theologians, educa- 
tors, authors, social scientists and 
professional critics are taking a 
critical look at American mass 
media in a 13-week recorded radio 
series produced by Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary here. It is entitled 
“People or puppets.” 

The weekly program is being car- 
ried on 45 non-commercial educa- 
tional stations across the country. 


Media considered by the series 
include radio, TV, the press, comics, 
and other elements of popular cul- 
ture. 


Through dramatizations and dis- 
cussions the programs analyze the 
values and concepts popularized by 
the mass media of today in com- 
parison with those of American 
moral-religious traditions. Subjects 
include modern wealth-success sym- 
bols, celebrity worship, sex, vio- 
lence, the “sick” joke, as well as the 
functions of humor, conformity and 
boredom. 


“No Liquor Aloft’ 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Sen. J. Strom 
Thurmond (D.-S.C.) has introduced 
a new and stronger bill to ban the 
serving of liquor on airlines. 

The senator’s new bill, S. 1432, 
contains several provisions designed 
to strengthen a measure he spon- 
sored in the last session of Congress. 

In addition to prohibiting the 
serving or consumption of alcoholic 
beverages on passenger airliners 
while in flight, it would prevent the 
transportation of intoxicated per- 
sons, make it illegal to take alco- 


holic beverages aboard an airliner 
for purposes of consumption, and 
an drinking by any employees of 
an airline before or during a flight. 

The measure also would require 
the Department of Defense to pro- 
mulgate similar regulations to con- 
trol drinking aboard military air- 
craft. 

The bill also would make it man- 
datory for airliners to ground 
passengers who become intoxicated 
by drinking at stop-overs, some- 
thing which is now discretionary 
with the captain and crew, and for 
which airlines risk civil lawsuits 
from indignant passengers. 

Sen. Thurmond’s bill was referred 
to the Senate Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce committee. 


Mrs. Wyker Testifies . . . 


Correcting Delinquents 


Most programs to deal with 
seriously disturbed juvenile de- 
liquents are at present doomed 
to failures because of the almost 
total absence of qualified trained 
personnel, a Congressional Commit- 
tee was told by Mrs. James D. 
Wyker, minister-at-large for the 
United Christian Missionary Society’s 
department of social welfare. 

Testifying before a special sub- 
committee on juvenile delinquency 
of the House Education and Labor 
Committee, March 23, Mrs. Wyker 
cited the situation in Indiana, where 
there are only three private treat- 
ment centers, and no tax-supported 
institutions to deal with the prob- 
lems of emotionally disturbed 
children that come to the attention 
of 92 juvenile judges in the state. 

Mrs. Wyker pointed out that the 
best institution in Indiana has the 
consultative services of a_ trained 
psychologist for only four hours 
per month for 50 disturbed children. 

Mrs. Wyker’s testimony was di- 
rected in support of legislation (H. 
R. 772) introduced by congress- 
woman Edith Green of Oregon, a 
member of the First Christian 
Church, Portland, Ore. 

Mrs. Green’s bill would provide 
Federal funds to help state and 
local public and voluntary groups 
in experimental projects and pro- 
grams to train qualified personnel 
to deal with emotionally disturbed 
children. 
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Theological Center 


ATLANTA, GA.—Ground is expected 
to be broken in Atlanta soon for a 
new interdenominational Theo- 
logical Center to train Negro min- 
sters. 

Sponsors say the $1,500,000 proj- 
ect is aimed at helping alleviate a 
serious shortage of educational 
facilities for Negro church leaders, 
cited as traditionally the backbone 
of social and cultural leadership 
among their race. 

“Anything which promises to up- 
grade the educational level, deepen 
the maturity and sharpen the re- 
sponsibility of the Negro ministry 
means better, maturer, more re- 
sponsible leadership for the whole 
Negro community,’ an announce- 
ment of the plans stated. 

“This in turn can mean a broader 
and healthier course between the 
opposite poles of extremism and 
despair for $10,000,000 Negro church 
members all over America.” 

The General Education Board of 
the Rockefeller Foundation and the 
Rockefeller-financed Sealantic Fund 
have given or promised enough 
money to build the campus on 10 
acres adjoining Atlanta University 
here. 

These two foundations also will 
provide $750,000 for endowment of 
the center on condition that an 
additional $250,000 is raised from 
other sources. 

The new school will be made up 
of four cooperating institutions— 
Gammon Theological Seminary, 
Morris Brown College, Morehouse 
College, and Phillips School of 
Theology. It will also train Negro 
ministers for at least five or six 
Negro denominations with a total 
membership of 10 million persons. 
—RNS 


Evangelical Weakness 


PROVIDENCE, R. I.—A weakness of 
the Evangelical movement in the 
United States is that it has “lost too 
much of the passion for Christian 
unity,” the editor of a national con- 
servative Protestant magazine said 
here. 

Dr. Carl F. H. Henry of Chris- 
tianity Today said the cause of 
Christian unity “is publicly identi- 
fied with theologically inclusive 
ecumenism more than with doctri- 
nally exclusive Evangelicalism.” 

Addressing a Providence ministers’ 
seminar on “The Resurgence of 
Evangelical Christianity,” Dr. Henry 
declared that despite their criticism 
of the movement “the fragmented 
Evangelical churches” lag in stating 
a compelling theology of their 
visible unity.” Also, he said, they 
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fail to exhibit “that outward co- 
hesion which submerges the spirit 
of competition to one common 
witness. 

“Free enterprise is a good thing 
even in religion,” he said, “but 
Christian rivalry is out of bounds.” 

In its theological approach to the 
social order, he said, Evangelical 
Christianity is concerned with the 
whole question of human freedom— 
spiritual, economic and _ political. 
—RNS 


Shots for Amish 





GEORGETOWN, PA.—Several hun- 
dred Amish flocked to the Bart 
Township fire hall here recently to 
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Disciples and other church groups 
will benefit this summer from the 
new Danforth Chapel at Trout 
Lodge, a YMCA camp on Sunnen 
Lake, 80 miles south of St. Louis. 

Completed and dedicated in 1957 
it is one of the service facilities of 
the camp which is often used by 
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receive their first Salk vaccine 
shots. Two clinics were supplied 
with the vaccine by The National 
Foundation from March of Dimes 
funds. 

These serious-faced Mennonites, 
whose beliefs, dress and speech have 
withstood change for two hundred 
years, were realistic enough to take 
advantage of the polio protection 
offered them. 

The change in outlook toward 
inoculation was attributed to an 
outbreak of polio among Lancaster 
County (Pa.) Amish late last year 
during which four Amish were 
strickeh. No deaths occurred. 

A Paradise (Pa.) farmer coolly 
appraises the needle from which he 
received his first polio shot. 


Underwater Exploration 


JERUSALEM—The first underwater 
exploration in Biblical archaeology 
will get under way this summer 
along Israel’s Mediterranean coast 
with the co-operation of Hebrew 
University’s archaeology depart- 
ment. 

Sponsoring the expedition is the 
America-Israel Society, whose head- 
quarters are in Washington, D. C. 
Concentrating in the area of Caes- 
area harbor, the expedition will in- 
vestigate the historical remains of 
the port built by Herod the Great 
in the first century B.C., which 
later sank into the sea.—RNS 


Disciples Using Danforth Chapel 
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church groups. It was contributed 
by the Danforth Foundation and a 
bequest in the will of the late Wil- 
liam H. Danforth, founder of the 
Ralston-Purina Company and foun- 
der of the American Youth Foun- 
dation Camp at Miniwanca at 
Shelby, Mich. 
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DISARMAMENT— 


The U. N. Correspondent for the 
Christian Science Monitor, William 
Frye, begins his pamphlet “Disar- 
mament—Atoms into Plowshares?” 
by declaring that “In modern times, 
disarmament—the reduction, con- 
trol or elimination of weapons of 
war—has been the statesman’s Holy 
Grail.” 

In the medieval legend, the 
knights of King Arthur’s Round 
Table repeatedly set out from Came- 
lot in search of the Holy Grail. 
Each time they met many mis- 
adventures and failed in their quest 
because they were not sufficiently 
pure in heart. It was only Galahad, 
Percivale and Bors who proved 
worthy of the quest; and ultimately, 
even they lost sight of the vision. 

And yet, as Mr. Frye points out, 
the search goes on. The frenzied 
pace of the armaments race—and 
its potential for mutual annihila- 
tion—brings statesmen back to the 
conference table. They know (as Dr. 
Martin Luther King says) “that we 
must live together as brothers or 
die together as fools.” 

In modern times perhaps the 
closest approach to the disarmament 
Holy Grail has been the series of 
disarmament talks that have gone 
on at Geneva since July, 1958. 

It was the scientists, in this in- 
stance, who were sufficiently “pure 
in heart” to catch sight of the vis- 
ion that might save mankind. On 
July 1, 1958, a group of 15 scien- 
tists met in Geneva at the UN 
regional headquarters to study the 
technical aspects of establishing a 
detection system for policing an 
international ban on nuclear wea- 
pons testing. 

The scientists represented such 
western democratic nations as the 
U. S., Britain, France, Canada, and 
Communist nations—the Soviet 
Union, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and 
Rumania. 

On Aug. 21—51 days later—the 
East-West scientists ended their 
technical talks with the joint con- 
clusion that a ban on testing of 
nuclear weapons could be policed 
effectively. 

On Oct. 31, test ban treaty talks 
began at Geneva between diplomats 
of the Soviet Union, Britain, and 
the United States. As of this writ- 
ing, nearly six months later, the 
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talks are still going on. Agree- 
ments already have been reached 
on several articles of a proposed 
treaty that would established some- 
thing like 180 monitoring stations 
around the world under an inter- 
national inspection system. 

Some knotty problems still remain 
to be solved. The Soviets, claiming 
fear of western espionage, are ask- 
ing for veto power over certain 
phases of the inspection machinery. 
Western powers have agreed with 
the principle of unanimity of big 
powers (the veto) on nearly all 
points except the automatic right 
for U. N. inspectors to investigate 
any apparent violations indicated 
by the seismograph-monitoring sta- 
tions. 

Meanwhile, our State Department 
has been having troubles on the 
home front. As if negotiating with 
the Russians on such a crucial issue 
were not burden enough, the offi- 
cial policy of the President and State 
Department has been openly and 
repeatedly attacked from within Mr. 
Eisenhower’s official family by the 
Defense Department and Atomic 
Energy Commission. 

The latter groups want to con- 
tinue the testing of atom bombs. 
The rebel group almost wrecked the 
Geneva talks by their recent release 
of findings by a group of scientists 
that the October, 1958, tests at 
Nevada indicated the inability of 
monitoring devices to detect small 
bomb tests and particularly under- 
ground explosions. 

The Nevada experiments seemed 
to throw a wrench into the Geneva 
diplomatic machinery until it was 
discovered what was omitted from 
the Defense Department-AEC news 
statements. Omitted was the fact 
that the instruments used at Nevada 
to detect tests were considerably 
inferior to the type recommended 
by the Geneva scientists. 

This glaring omission was dug 
out of responsible officials by dili- 
gent Senator Hubert Humphrey. 
Since then the AEC Defense Depart- 
ment group has retired to an em- 
barrassed but temporary silence, 
thus leaving President Eisenhower's 
disarmament adviser, Ambassador 
James Wadsworth, to pursue the 
statesman’s Holy Grail. 


Theme: Jesus Christ, 
The Light of the World 


Council Assembly Plans 


GENEVA—Questions that “come 
out of the life of the Churches and 
are live issues for their members” 
will be emphasized at the Third 
General Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches at Peradeniya, 
Ceylon, in December 1961. 

WCC headquarters here said these 
live issues will be considered under 
three sections dealing with the 
unity of the Church, witness of the 
Church and service of the Church. 

General theme of the assembly 
will be: “Jesus Christ, the Light of 
the World.” 

The theme will be related to the 
“missionary dimension of Christ’s 
work through His Church in the 
world, the spiritual and ethical de- 
mands of His purpose on individual 
Christians and churches, and 
Christ’s fashioning and empowering 
His Church in its struggle with the 
powers of darkness.” 


More than 600 leading churchmen 
from the 171 Protestant, Orthodox, 
Anglican and Old Catholic member 
communions of the WCC in 53 
countries are expected to attend the 
assembly. 


Originally scheduled for 1960, the 
assembly was postponed a year to 
give member bodies of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council extra 
time to discuss a proposal for 
merging the IMC with the WCC. 
Final integration action is slated to 
be taken at the World Council as- 
sembly. 

The WCC was formed at its First 
Assembly in 1948 at Amsterdam. 


Debate in New York... 
4th Estate Immunity 


ALBANY, N. Y. (RNS)—The State 
Council of Churches declared that 
Many newspapers would become 
“thoroughly irresponsible” if re- 
porters were granted immunity 
from prosecution for refusing to 
identify news sources. 

In opposing bills before the 
legislature granting such immunity, 
the Protestant group said the 
measures would “entitle the press 
to perpetrate libel freely.” 

The council’s statement was di- 
rected at three bills sponsored by 
New York City Democrats granting 
reporters and editors the same right 
to withhold information now en- 
joyed by clergymen, doctors, nurses 
and lawyers. 

Newspapermen, the council said, 
“do not have any purpose to fulfill 
comparable to the _ time-honored 
purposes of ministry, law and 
medicine.” 
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The Church at Large 


Liston Pope, Speaking in Toronto 


Charges Churches Losing Social Concern 


ToroNto—Churches_ of North 
America “have lost much of their 
social concern,” Dr. Liston Pope, 
dean of Yale Divinity School, New 
Haven, Conn., said here. 

He told the annual meeting of 
the board of evangelism and social 
service of the United Church of 
Canada that, in contrast, the 
churches of Europe, Asia and Africa 
are talking and acting in terms 
reminiscent of the old Social Gospel 
movement in the U. S. 

Statements issued by ecumenical 
assemblies from Edinburgh in 1910 
to Evanston in 1954 were imbued 
with “a notable spirit of social re- 
sponsibility,” he said. 

“Meanwhile,” he added, “the 
churches and ministers and theolog- 
ical students in America have lost 
much of their social concern, though 
no such generalization can apply 
to them all.” 

Social action agencies in nearly 
every major denomination and in- 
terdenominational body are the out- 
growth of the Social Gospel move- 
ment, Dr. Pope said. 

Today, he said, the ecumenical 
movement is in many respects the 
successor to the Social Gospel 
movement, as it has a strong sense 
of Christian social responsibility and 
racial justice. 


SUGGESTIONS for community 
control of obscene magazines were 
made following a panel discussion. 
Participants agreed that while cen- 
sorship was not a final solution, the 
most flagrant abuses should be 
taken to court. 

Dr. James R. Mutchmor, board 
secretary, praised Roman Catholic 
efforts to curb indecent literature, 
and called for tighter legal controls 
“to curb this filth.” 

Opposition to any move to estab- 
lish a national lottery in Canada 
was expressed by the board, which 
said that gambling corrupts law- 
enforcement agencies. 


Urges Gambling Ban 


Alaska Church Council 


ANCHORAGE, ALASKA—Stronger 
divorce laws, a ban against all forms 
of gambling and public hearings on 
liquor legislation in the new 49th 
state were urged in_ resolutions 
adopted by the Alaska Council of 
Churches at its annual meeting 
here. 

In other actions, the council rec- 
ommended: immediate construction 
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of a proposed state mental hospital, 
federal appropriations for three 
new public high schools, and main- 
tenance of the provision against 
giving state aid to private or 
sectarian schools. 

The council also called for in- 
creased aid to dependent children, 
establishment of a juvenile rehabili- 
tation center, and a stronger adop- 
tion code to provide more protec- 
tion to the infant, natural parents 
and prospective foster parents. 


Worship in Celebration 
On Island of Oahu 


50th State 


Statehood Day was a very won- 
derful day for the Territory of 
Hawaii. Many men and women 
had been working hard for this for 
many years. 


One of the most active is Oren 
E. Long, former Governor of the 
Territory and elder in the First 
Christian Church. For these folks, 
statehood is the crowning success of 
much of their lifetimes and interests 
here in Hawaii. 


Sirens blew, church bells rang, 
and people everywhere called to 


each other the good news. A full- 
day celebration was held. 
Legislators, civic leaders and 


clergymen met on the steps of the 
Iolani Palace. The Royal Hawaiian 
band played hymns and led a pro- 
cession to historic Kawaiahao Church 
for a service of worship and praise. 

Kawaiahao Congregational Church 
is the oldest house of Christian wor- 
ship in the territory, now state. 
Many kings and queens, officers of 
State and other dignitaries met in 
this church to be inaugurated into 
their place of responsiblity. 


THE HONOLULU COUNCIL of 
Churches sponsored an hour of 
prayer and praise to open the day 
of celebration. Dr. Abraham Akaka, 
pastor of the church, a Hawaiian of 
noble ancestry, brought words of 
thanksgiving. Kenneth Rewick, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Council, al- 
so spoke. Prayers were offered by 
a number of the ministers, including 
this writer, pastor of First Christian 
Church. 

One of the significant events when 
the first news was given, was the 
spontaneous move of the legislators 


to Kawaiahao Church. It was en- 
couraging to feel the impulse to 
worship with the coming of state- 
hood on the part of those who guide 
the destiny of the territory. 

It is a wonderful experience to be 
on the spot where the history of a 
wonderful people is being made. 
There is a deep feeling of responsi- 
bility on the part of leaders for 
setting a fit example of brotherhood 
among so many different racial and 
cultural people. 

It is a feeling of faith that God 
is moving with us, guiding and di- 
recting the character and destiny of 
this great island community.— 
GEORGE A. JACOBS 


Tobias Challenges Wisdom 
of Some Church Mergers 


What Kind of Unity? 


GREENCASTLE, IND.—An Indianapo- 
lis professor of ecumenical theology 
questioned here whether there is 
“an adequate theological base” for 
the merging of Protestant denomi- 
nations into a larger Church. 


Robert Tobias of Christian Theo- 
logical Seminary told the Indiana 
Pastors’ Conference that while de- 
nominations have shown an increas- 
ing tendency to co-operate they 
have not seriously studied the theo- 
logical differences which divide 
them. 


“We need to ask ourselves if we 
are satisfied with unity or are ear- 
nestly ready to work and pay the 
price of union,” he said. 

Dr. Tobias warned that new and 
smaller denominations are being 
swallowed up by large and tradi- 
tional churches without regard for 
the possibility that the smaller com- 
munions may have something im- 
portant to say to religion as a whole. 


“We have become victims to the 
culture of conformism,” Dr. Tobias 
declared. “Denominations merge 
and unite because they have become 
addicted to the idea that centraliza- 
tion is the modern way. 


“Centralization is good, but not if 
it means swallowing convictions for 
the sake of convenience,” he stressed. 
—RNS 


“Monitor” Praised 


TRENTON, N. Y.—The New Jersey 
Senate adopted and sent to the Gen- 
eral Assembly a_ resolution con- 
gratulating the Christian Science 
Monitor, international daily news- 
paper published by the Church of 
Christ, Scientist, Boston, on its 50th 
anniversary. 
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Many Colleges Will 
Receive Government Aid 


Student Loan Funds 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A large num- 
ber of church-related colleges and a 
score of theological seminaries will 
receive help from the government- 
sponsored student loan fund estab- 
lished under Title II of the National 
Defense Education Act of 1958. 


Commissioner of Education Law- 
rence G. Derthick announced awards 
of loan funds to 1,227 colleges, uni- 
versities and seminaries. Every $9 
advanced by the Federal govern- 
ment must be matched by $1 of the 
institutions’ own funds. 


Each institution will handle _ its 
own student loan fund and will se- 
lect the individuals to be granted 
loans enabling them to complete 
their educations. 

The maximum loan will be $1,000 
to a student, but most loans prob- 
ably will be smaller. 

They will begin bearing interest 
at the rate of three per cent after 
graduation and are to be repaid 
within 10 years. 


Up to 50 per cent of a loan will be 
forgiven, however, if a student en- 
ters the field of teaching in public 
elementary or secondary schools. 


Among the institutions granted 
government funds to establish stu- 
dent loan programs are The College 
of the Bible, Lexington, Ky., and 
Johnson Bible College, Kimberlin 
Heights, Tenn. 


48 Executions in 1958; 
Negroes in Majority 


Capital Punishment 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—A total of 
only 48 executions were carried out 
under civil law in the United States 
in 1958, the U.S. Department of Jus- 
tice reported here. 

This compared with 65 in 1957 and 
was by far the lowest total for any 
year since nation-wide statistics be- 
gan to be kept by the Justice De- 
partment in 1930. 

It is believed by penologists prob- 
ably to be the lowest number of ex- 
ecutions in the past century and re- 
flects a discontinuance of the death 
penalty in many states, in response 
to demands from religious and civic 
groups that the death penalty be 
abolished. 

Only 15 of the 49 states carried 
out executions in 1958 and no execu- 
tions occurred under Federal law. 

Twenty-seven of the 48 con- 
demned criminals sent to death were 
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Negroes and California executed one 
Filipino. 

The median age at execution was 
28.3 years. Only six of those put 
to death were 35 or over. Forty 
executions were for murder, seven 
for rape, and one for kidnapping. 

All seven prisoners put to death 
for rape were Negroes. Of 418 pris- 
oners put to death for rape since 
1930, only 41 have been white, the 
Justice Department reported.—RNS 





New Publication 


Methodist “Contact” 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The_ vener- 
able Clipsheet of the Methodist 
Board of Temperance, circulated to 
religious leaders and newspaper edi- 
tors throughout the nation for more 
than 40 years by the Methodist Board 
of Temperance, has published its last 
issue and has been merged with a 
new publication, Contact. 

Contact is a 16-page semi-month- 
ly newsletter published jointly by 
three boards of The Methodist 
Church—the Board of Temperance, 
the Board of World Peace, and the 
Board of Social and Economic Rela- 
tions. 

Headquarters of the latter two 
boards are located in Chicago, II1., 
although plans have been under dis- 
cussion for their merger and trans- 
fer to Washington. 

Roger Burgess, associate secretary 
of the Board of Temperance and edi- 
tor of its Clipsheet, has been named 
to edit the new publication. 


TCU Offers Ph.D. 


Fort WortH—The first doctor of 
philosophy degrees in Texas Chris- 
tian University’s 86-year history 
were authorized recently by the 
board of trustees on the recommen- 
dation of President M. E. Sadler. 

Programs leading to the Ph.D. de- 
gree are scheduled to begin in the 
fall of 1960. 

Mathematics, physics, biology, 
geology, chemistry, psychology, Eng- 
lish, education, music and religion 
are the contemplated fields of doc- 
toral study. At the present time 
Master of Arts degrees are offered 
in these fields. 





MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1958 by members of Societies, 

lubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. Samples FREE to Officials. 
SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 


SERMONS 


PREACHED IN A 
UNIVERSITY CHURCH 
ap yb 


tial preachers and religious writ- 
ers of this generation. 
Originally delivered to univer- 
sity students searching for a faith 
to meet the mysteries of exist- 
ence, these sermons will hold a 
meaning for men everywhere in 
this age of continuing crisis. Rec- 


George A. Buttrick 


Here is the long-awaited 



















ognizing what many amc 
have called “the apparent mean- 

inglessness of the present world,” 
the sermons point to the positive 
alternatives of Christ and the 
Christian faith. $3.75 






A NEW MIND 
FOR A NEW AGE 


Alan Walker 


In this new age of satel- 

lites, hydrogen bombs, 

and electronic advances 
is Christianity still relevant? 

Alan Walker’s answer is aia 
emphatic yes! The present time 
demands the total gospel brought 
to bear on the totality of life— 
a Christianity in which personal 
and social witness go forward 
side by side. 

Here the author is concerned 
with individual Christian dis- 
cipleship and speaks to all who 
would find in Christianity, not 
a retreat from life, but a call to 
involvement in it. $2.50 


Order from Your Bookstore 
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April 26, 1959 
Scripture: 1 Samuel 18:5-16. 


OLLOWING the incidents in 

the life of Saul which we dis- 
cussed last week, it was reported 
that, “The Lorp repented that he 
had made Saul king over Israel.” 
(1 Samuel 15:35.) But this was 
not yet the end for Saul. Today 
we are discussing his relationship 
with the young man who was 
destined to be his successor, 
David. 

The lesson today is a study in 
contrasts. On the one side, we 
might imagine that Saul would 
have been sufficiently chastised 
already, so that he would walk 
humbly in the sight of God. On 
the other hand, we might be in- 
clined to understand if the young 
David gave some indication of 
haughtiness and pride in the face 
of the adoration he received. If 
so, we would have been wrong on 
both counts. 

Following the successful fight 
against Goliath, “David . . . was 
successful wherever Saul sent 
him.” (1 Samuel 18:5.) This 
caused Saul to put David at the 
head of the army and everyone 
approved. This was especially 
true of the women, who came out 
to sing and dance when the sol- 
diers came home. (Verses 6, 7.) 

Women have been singing 
about their was heroes from time 
immemorial, I suppose. In 1945, 
it was at first astonishing to see 
the women of the conquered land 
thus welcome the invading army. 
Joy at the cessation of fighting is 
a part of the reason. The fact 
that there is something to cele- 
brate about, is another aspect of 
it. 
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When Popularity C 
SS “Where the Satipeuses Speck 


The women in our lesson today 
went too far. They made up a 
song. It ran, 


“Saul has slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands.” 
(Verse 7.) 


Remember, up to this time, 
Saul had been very pleased with 
the results which David achieved 
on the field of battle. He had 
made him his commander-in- 
chief. Now, the old man “was 
very angry” (Verse 8), and re- 
membered his own exploits with 
pride. 

There was only one honor left 
which David could have, and Saul 
saw easily what that was: “What 
more can he have but the king- 
dom?” Forgotten was his delight 
at the service and music of David. 
(16 :21-23.) 

The music that once had 
soothed Saul “whenever the evil 
spirit from God was upon” him 
(16:23), now caused him to rave 
within his house. (18:10.) He 
even tried to pin David to the wall 
with his sword on two occasions, 
but David evaded him both times. 
(Verse 11.) 

Saul’s anger turned to fear, so 
he demoted David from head of 
the army to “commander of a 
thousand.” (Verse 13.) This was 
a natural mistake, on Saul’s part. 
Perhaps if David were not the top 
leader, people would not cheer so 
much and the women would cease 
to sing. 

David went right on winning 
battles. Now Saul “stood in awe 
of him.”’ (Verse 15.) But neither 
anger nor fear nor awe seemed 
to have any effect upon David. 
Nor did these emotions of Saul 
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by the Editor 


influence the attitude of the peo- 
ple toward David. ‘He went out 
and came in” among the people 
in humility. 

It is also recorded that “the 
LORD was with him but had de- 
parted from Saul.” (Verse 12.) 
So, we have all the elements of 
the problem which this lesson 
portrays. When popularity 
comes, it affects a lot of people. 
Those whose popularity decreases 
as a new hero comes on the scene 
have some problems to face. So 
does the hero. So do the people. 

Verse 10 seems to be a little 
out of place in this text. You 
will notice that it occurs also in 
Chapter 19:9, 10. The Vatican 
Manuscript, certainly one of the 
best, does not have this verse in 
Chapter 18 but only in Chapter 
19. From the context, it does not 
appear that Saul had any intent 
to kill David in this earlier inci- 
dent. The inspiration of God has 
not always protected the tran- 
scribers of the manuscript from 
human error and this is probably 
one which somebody made. 

We see how the problems of life 
creep up. At one time, Saul would 
never have thought that he would 
be angry with David. Certainly, 
no one could have told him that 
he would try to pin him to the 
wall with his spear. It takes a 
great deal of grace for age to 
share popularity with youth. 

Everyone likes to have some 
notice of his work. Saul’s trou- 
ble was that he could find no 
place for songs to David among 
his desires. There is enough ac- 
claim for all. 

David, on the other hand, han- 
dled, his popularity, for the time 
being, very commendably. The 
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Comes 


fact that he went in and out 
among the people is an indication 
of his humility and the lack of 
the desire to be adored. 


Popularity will come to some. 
It cannot be avoided. It need not 
be avoided. As long as it does 
not produce vanity and self-satis- 
faction, it can be used for good. 


The Scripture 


1 Samuel 18:5-16 


5 And David went out and was 
successful wherever Saul sent him; 
so that Saul set him over the men 
of war. And this was good in the 
sight of all the people and also in 
the sight of Saul’s servants. 

6 As they were coming home, 
when David returned from slaying 
the Philistine, the women came out 
of all the cities of Israel, singing and 
dancing, to meet King Saul, with 
timbrels, with songs of joy, and with 
instruments of music. 7 And the 
women sang to one another as they 


made merry, 
“Saul has slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands.” 
8 And Saul was very angry, and this 
displeased him; he _ said, 
“They have ascribed to David ten 
thousands, 


i 


his hand; 11 and Saul cast the 
spear, for he thought, “I will pin 
David to the wall.” But David 
evaded him twice. 

12 Saul was afraid of David, be- 
cause the LORD was with him but 
had departed from Saul. 13 So Saul 
removed him from his presence, and 
made him a commander of a thou- 
sand; and he went out and came in 
before the people. 14 And David 
had success in all his undertakings; 
for the LORD was with him. 15 And 
when Saul saw that he had great 
success, he stood in awe of him. 16 
But all Israel and Judah loved 
David; for he went out and came in 
before them. 
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David was a great warrior. 
Wherever Saul sent him, he was 
successful. Soon the women were 
singing his praises: “Saul has 
slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands.” Saul heard and 
feared that David would displace 
him as king. “Why do the wom- 
en ascribe to me thousands and 
to David ten thousands?” 

In the back of Saul’s mind was 
Samuel’s denunciation and the 
prophecy that God would remove 
him from being king and set an- 
other in his place. There is no 
indication that there was a pop- 
ular move on foot to put David 
in Saul’s place, but Saul’s fear is 
understandable. 

David’s popularity would seem 
hard to bear, but for him it seems 
to have been as nothing. He was 
wholly loyal to Saul. Jonathan’s 
friendship was so great that he 
gave David his armor, his sword 
and shield, and his girdle, his 
most prized possessions. We 
wonder if at first this did not 
mitigate Saul’s fear of David. 
Surely this mighty fighter, this 
gentle musician with such genu- 
ine goodness at heart, surely he 
would not betray the king! 

How well we know the tempta- 
tions of popularity and how they 
tend to inflate the ego of a man. 
Indeed few seem able to bear such 
popularity without loss of char- 
acter. After all, most of us like 
to be well thought of. We are 
subject in large measure to the 
plaudits of men. But the scrip- 
ture teaches that successful men 
may be in great peril, for with 
the approval of men one is likely 
to lose his regard for God. 


So much religious teaching is 


Meaning for Today 


by W. Marion Rowlen 


meant to make us acceptable to 
our fellows. In young people’s 
camps and conferences we teach 
the value of getting on well with 
one’s fellows. This is important, 
but it should not be all-important. 
It tends to make the approval of 
men the be-all and end-all of our 
endeavor if not kept in bounds. 

After all, who can say when 
popularity has gone far enough? 
Men are near to us, and they may 
come between the soul and God, 
without so intending. Popularity 
may seem of more importance 
than a good conscience. 

When Saul began to mistrust 
David he turned against him and 
demoted him from general to a 
regimental commander. This was 
meant to decrease the probability 
of David’s displacing him as king. 
To many men this would have 
meant bitterness. But it does not 
appear that David was concerned 
with this uneasiness of Saul. 
Whether or not David was keep- 
ing in mind Samuel’s anointing 
we do not know, but it does not 
appear in the Book of Samuel. At 
any rate, he retained the abso- 
lute loyalty of Jonathan, who in- 
terceded in his behalf before King 
Saul. 

If popularity is attained, is it 
not better that firm friendship is 
of greater worth? Many a friend- 
ship has been broken when one 
friend outstripped the other in 
popular esteem. Here we see the 
meaning of Paul’s injunction in 
Romans 12:10: “Love one an- 
other with brotherly affection; 
outdo one another in showing 
honor.” 

We would do well to follow 
David’s example in handling pop- 
ularity. 
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What in the world is going on? 


by H. Parr Armstrong 


“The field is the world,” said 


Jesus. And science too—a hand- 
maid of religion—compels us to 
think in terms of a global strat- 
egy. 

Recently we visited most of our 
mission stations in Asia and over 
half of the compounds in the Bel- 
gian Congo. Seven things, which 
ought to concern all Christians, 
strike our attention: 


Leadership. Be proud of our 
e 244 world missionaries. These 
ambassdors are choicely and care- 
fully selected for their chosen 
fields. These all-round, ver- 
satile men and women whose mul- 
tiple-purpose talents are impera- 
tive where leadership and sup- 
plies are always lacking alternate 
from classroom and administra- 
tive duties to every conceivable 
problem where practical judg- 
ment is so necessary. We heard 
none complain, and a few even 
said, ‘‘we are not sacrificing.” 


Construction. Looking out 

e from Hal Shorrock’s Church 
World Service office window, high 
above the Ginza in Tokyo, you 
think you are in St. Louis, as you 
see the erection of more new sky- 
scrapers. There is hardly any 
war damage to be seen in the 
world’s largest city, Tokyo. In 
buzzing Manila you see squares 
that are parks where there are 
new public buildings, and scarcely 
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any war vestiges, as this metrop- 
olis is buzzing with a program of 
building and improvement. 

In Calcutta, India’s largest 
city, one readily sees evidence of 
wealth and a great deal of pov- 
erty, the new along with the old. 
Go to New Delhi, which is a 
planned city not over forty years 
old, and you are impressed by 
marvelous progress of the many 
new government buildings. 

We have no mission work in 
the Middle East, but this volatile 
complex of nations is our mission 
study this year. In Iraq, ancient 
land of Mesopotamia, where 
Abraham was born, you hear it 
called “the land of three rivers.” 
Besides the Tigris and Euphrates 
there is a new one with wealth 
untold, the river of oil. 

Scientific discoveries show that 
one-third of the world’s oil poten- 
tial is there; thus everything po- 
litical, social, educational and eco- 
nomic is on the march. 


Inflation. We have no reason 
e to complain of high prices, 
or even high taxes, here in the 
United States. Price staple gro- 
ceries in Manila and you are 
amazed at their cost. A dollar 
buys two pesos, but pesos don’t 
buy much. 
Food prices are on the rise in 
Calcutta. Staple goods like 
sugar, coffee, cocoa, flour, canned 
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milk and such are much higher 
than here at home. The masses 
in India just can’t have the or- 
dinary foods that fill our cup- 
boards. In East India where 
coolies work for one rupee (21 
cents) a day, they are glad to 
have a pound of rice daily, a 
sheet around their bodies and a 
place to curl up at night; but this 
scant existence is the general rea- 
son for the unrest of hundreds of 
millions of those little people in 
Asia. 


Grocery prices are also esca- 
lating other places. In the Congo, 
coffee is two dollars a pound, 
sugar 15 cents, cheese a dollar, 
dried apricots a dollar and twen- 
ty cents, and other necessities 
just too high for the masses, save 
a few nationals who may be hold- 
ing good jobs. This worldwide 
inflation, with its corollary of ris- 
ing prices is a mandate for Amer- 
ican churches to get in the habit 
of increasing the regular mission- 
ary giving each year. 


Hunger. Pray that we never 
e become calloused and _ indif- 
ferent about the sad plight of 
these Far East countries. Most of 
Asia is hungry—hungry for the 
bread of the oven and the bread 
of heaven. It’s hard for the west- 
ern mind to try to imagine a bil- 
lion bodies going to bed hungry 
each night. 


When Israel became a republic 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 














a 
V 
a 
d 
E 


nm = © =~ 4 pm we~<s 


oD oa — 


— = rR 7 05 4¢& = FCLCULDULUlCO 


a 3 em OF 


rt haw ht ks CL el thlUC(<C KS) lO 














in 1948, nine hundred thirty-three 
thousand Arabs fled the western 
half of the Holy Land, treading 
into Jordan and the other adja- 
cent countries, where they live in 
refugee camps. One out of every 
three in Jordan today is a tragic 
refugee, living on a United Na- 
tions allotment of about twenty 
dollars a year for food. When 
this amount is used up these poor 
souls scrape the barren hills for 
leaves, roots and whatnot; and 
no doubt their uppermost prayer 
is, “How long, O Lord?” 

Our Week of Compassion is an 
annual reminder of all the other 
weeks that we do care, and we 
are concerned about these hun- 
dreds of millions, as their sad 
plight is our concern too. 


Sixteen New Republics. Good 
h. news! Since World War II 
sixteen countries have become re- 
publics. Restlessness and seeth- 
ing in both Asia and Africa are 
adding up capital gains for the 
masses. Those leaders know 
something of our American Revo- 
lution, and the cost of our free- 
dom; and they would follow in 
our train. 

A new chain of republics all the 
way from the old Orient to awak- 
ening Africa is good news for 
Christians and the West. The 
new leaders may be indiscreet, 
weak and in the political lisping 
age, but there are glimmers of 
great hope when the rule of the 
masses is in the making. About 
five of these young republics have 
reverted to dictatorships in the 
last half year, and they may be 
a bit oligarchical in practical af- 
fairs, but progress is always 
made when feudal lords and indi- 
vidual sovereigns lose out. 


Ecumenicity. The ecumeni- 
6. cal movement is a framework 
of practical form in_ several 
places. In Japan it is the Kyodan 
(the United Church) which in 
1956 comprised 1,507 preaching 
points with 122,775 members. 
Each church at the grass roots 
preaches and practices its own 
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doctrine and polity; but as a net- 
work of Protestant churches op- 
erating under an Inter-Board the 
effect is grand strategy in com- 
ity, publishing houses, the shar- 
ing of films and special materials. 

The United Church of the Phil- 
ippines has its own missionaries, 
now serving in four other coun- 
tries: Okinawa, Indonesia, Thai- 
land and Iran. This is extra good 
news to see the world cause of 
Christ so manifest in this new 
republic. 


Our work in Nakon Pathom, 
thirty-five miles west of Bangkok, 
has the distinction of mission- 
aries coming and working there 
from four countries. First, the 
Clarks, British Disciples, who 
first came as pioneers decades 
ago. Then, our own leaders from 
the United Christian Missionary 
Society. 

One of the speakers at the Dia- 
mond Jubilee Convention in Jabal- 
pur, India, in 1957 was a Church 
of England representative, who 
came to help lay plans for long- 
range strategy in church unity in 
India. In the Belgian Congo such 
ideals of comity, cooperation and 
sharing are proved values. 

Working with the other com- 
munions in the “household of 
faith” is imperative in other 
countries where customs are very 
different, where Christians are in 
a conspicuous minority, where 
paganism is rampant and where 
the gospel of Christ is something 
new to the masses. 


Unlimited Opportunities. 

e Evangelism and _ Christian 

education are decidedly success- 
ful abroad. 


Folk are becoming Christians 
by families and villages in Orissa, 
India. Those low-caste folk are 
naturally looking for something 
better, and find the very best in 
Christ. It’s not uncommon for 
high-caste Brahmans to f ello w- 
ship with Christians, as the top 
Hindus see unusual changes in 
the lives of those becoming Chris- 
tian in these areas. 

A definite cultural group of the 


Thai-Chinese, the Karens, two 
hundred miles north of our work 
in Nakon Pathom, are begging 
for help in that quaint area just 
east of Burma. John Sams has 
made several trips in this hinter- 
land which welcomes the coming 
of preachers, teachers and doc- 
tors. 

He told us of days in boats, on 
elephants, by foot and weary 
traveling through malaria-in- 
fested areas to get to these anx- 
ious people. There are one hun- 
dred thousand, in about 75 vil- 
lages, clamoring for Christian en- 
lightenment. 

There are a thousand boys and 
a thousand girls in the two 
schools in the heart of Japan. 
For every student accepted two 
and a half are turned away. Mrs. 
K. C. Hendricks told us that one 
of the most “excruciating experi- 
ences” she had each fall was to 
turn away many little children 
who come for elementary work, 
saying, “sorry, we just cannot 
take you.” 

Our mission stations in Africa 
are bursting at the seams. Youth 
come, and manage to live on the 
compounds, doing their own cook- 
ing, even building their mud 
shacks, refusing to go away, be- 
cause of the grand news they 
have heard about Christ. Each 
year in Bolenge ambitious young 
people throng the campus, de- 
manding they be taught. Be- 
lieve it or not, in the fall of 
1957 our missionaries in the Bo- 
lenge-Coquilhatville area had to 
ask the Belgian police to drive 
two thousand students away, as 
the leadership and facilities sim- 
ply could not care for those eager 
young men and women—youth 
just as fine as ours here at home. 

Unusual things are happening 
in our rapidly shrinking world, 
where national borders almost 
touch. Through Christian eyes 
we can see darkness becoming 
dawn and men’s tragedies becom- 
ing God’s opportunities, for sure- 
ly every problem is a disguised 
opening, and dire extremities are 
the church’s opportunities. 
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‘TOWARD A BETTER CHURCH 


Tips to a New Worker 


HESE lines are written to 
| evened members who have re- 
cently accepted new positions of 
leadership, but there is no reason 
why others cannot read them too. 

The fact that you have been se- 
lected for a church responsibility 
reveals the confidence that your 
fellow-workers have in you. They 
think of you as being capable, de- 
pendable, and dedicated. Other- 
wise you would not have been se- 
lected. 


Because we think you will want 
to do the very best job possible, 
we make some suggestions to you. 

Have confidence in yourself 
even as your workers have in you. 
Any new position seems harder 
at first but you will soon come to 
understand it. 


Discuss the job with the person 
who held it before you. Find out 
what is expected of you. Who 
else is involved? What budget is 
available? To whom should you 
give your reports? What has 
been achieved in the past? 

Assemble all the materials you 
can find. See what your prede- 
cessors have accumulated, look 
in the records. Search through 
the files. Read and underline the 
manual that tells of your work. 

Get to know and continue to 
use such resources as: 


The Year Book of the Disci- 
ples of Christ. This is printed 
annually by the International 
Convention and contains the 
statistical records of individual 
churches, a listing of all min- 





Samuel F. Pugh is national direc- 
tor of church development of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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isters and their addresses, as 
well as reports of all of the 
agencies. 


The catalogue of books and 
materials sold by Christian 
Board of Publication (official 
publishing house of the broth- 
erhood), Beaumont and Pine, 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


The state and national staff 
(in planning program for any 
phase of your church life). 

Ask your pastor for the ad- 
dress of the state office. The 
address of the various persons 
who work with program on the 
national level is United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society, 222 S. 
Downey, Indianapolis 7, In- 
diana. 


The church library and your 
town or city library. The li- 
brarian will assist in locating 
the various helps you need. 


Try to become a specialist .in 
your own area of work. Become 
an authority on your job. 

Use your initiative and crea- 
tive ability to devise new ways 
to get better results. Carry a 
notebook and jot down new ideas 
as they come to you. 

Keep a file of articles and clip- 
pings. 

Talk with persons who know 
this field of work or even are in- 
terested in it. Subscribe to at 
least one magazine that will help 
you learn about your job. 

Attend several workshops or 
conferences where there are 
classes or discussion groups. Most 
communities have training 
schools for church workers once 
or twice a year. 
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Samuel F. Pugh 


There is usually a series of 
workshops included in the ses- 
sions of state conventions, and 
the International Convention pro- 
vides many opportunities for 
growth. 

The new worker who is really 
interested in his assignment has 
before him a thrilling adventure 
in churchmanship. On the other 
hand, the one who accepts a job 
only because his sales resistance 
is low may find every task a bor- 
ing one and every job a chore. 

He who learns to do his work 
well will be the one to enjoy it 
and to render an important serv- 
ice. 

How about you? 


PERSPECTIVE 


by D. B. Steinman 


Flung from the fingers of Om- 
nipotence, 

The shimmering clouds of star- 
dust found their place 

As whirling suns and planets, to 
commence 

Their ordered orbits in the realms 
of space. 


On one small orb amid these blaz- 
ing stars, 

A blinking biped—Man—at 
length appears. 

His Eden-earth soon racked by 
greed and wars, 

He finds the Light to overcome 
his fears. 


Of all creation in this vast design, 
He scans the whole and glimpses 
the divine. 
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@ Willis R. Jones Named 


Historical Society Exec. 


Willis R. Jones, director of church 
relations for Hiram College, Hiram, 
Ohio, has accepted the presidency of 
the Disciples of Christ Historical 
Society, Nashville, Tenn. 

Announcement of the appointment 
was made by Harry M. Davis, of 





Hopkinsville, Ky., chairman of the 


Society’s board of trustees 
executive committee. 


and 


Mr. Jones will begin his new duties 
on August 1 and will represent the 
Society at the Denver Assembly of 
the International Convention, Aug. 
28-Sept. 2. 


As president of the brotherhood’s 
growing historical organization, he 
will administer the total expanding 
service program. The full-time 
excutive position was created in a 
reorganization of the Society that 
went into effect on Jan. 1. 


Founded in 1941, the Society dedi- 
cated its million-dollar Thomas W. 
Phillips Memorial building last fall 
in Nashville. The Society encourages 
the discovery, acquisition, preserva- 
tion, and making available for use 
the historical materials concerning 
the Christian Churches, Churches of 
Christ, and related groups. 

A graduate of the University of 
Michigan, Mr. Jones entered pro- 
fessional higher education in 1940 
as director of public relations for 
William Woods College, Fulton, Mo. 

Mr. Jones was regional director 
for the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, in 1946-47, for 
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western Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia. He was admissions di- 
rector of Transylvania College, Lex- 
ington, Ky., from 1947 to 1952. 

Born in Bloomington, Ill, Mr. 
Jones is a son of Dr. and Mrs. Edgar 
DeWitt Jones. Mrs. Willis R. Jones 
is the former Miss Evelyn Bell, of 
Paducah, Ky. Mrs. Jones is a 
graduate of Transylvania College, 
and after graduate study in art at 
the University of Chicago, she was 
on the Transylvania faculty as head 
of the are department. 

Mr. Jones is a trustee of Doctors’ 
Hospital, Cleveland. He is a member 
of the Board of Higher Education of 
Disciples of Christ and the Com- 
mission on the Ministry of the Ohio 
Christian Missionary Society. 

An elder of the Hiram Christian 
Church, he is also chairman of its 
worship committee. 


Australian Dedication 


VicTorRIA, AUSTRALIA—The Churches 
of Christ (Disciples) here opened 
and dedicated a new church center 
March 14. 

Over 200 members were present 
for the dedication ceremonies. 

This building will prove to be not 
only a commercial asset to the Vic- 
torian Brotherhood, but also it will 
be the nerve center of all the co- 
operative activities of the churches. 

A greeting from the World Con- 
vention of Churches of Christ (Dis- 
ciples) was read at the dedication 
ceremonies. It was signed by 
Charles K. Green, president, and 
Jesse M. Bader, general secretary. 

The leader in the raising of the 
funds for this building and in the 
purchase of the site and also in the 
arranging of the dedication cere- 
monies, was Rowland P. Morris, 
one of the vice-presidents of the 
World Convention. 

The brotherhood in Western 
Australia is establishing a Churches 
of Christ (Disciples) Center in 
Perth which will be completed soon. 
The churches in these two states 
feel that these headquarters build- 
ings, located in the state capitals, 
will add greatly to the effectiveness 
of their work. 


Kirchentag Delegate 


New YorK—Earl Stuckenbruck of 
the European Evangelistic Society 
has been named a fraternal delegate 
to the famed Kirchentag which 


of the Brotherhood 
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meets in Munich Aug. 12-16, 


The Kirchentag is a mass meeting 
which lasts for five days and for 
which attendance has reached as 
high as 500,000. The Disciples fra- 
ternal delegate lives in Tubingen, 
Germany. 

The European Evangelistic Society 
is a reporting agency of the Inter- 
national Convention of Christian 
Churches. 


CWF Head 


Mrs. Ernest Baker has been named 
Christian Women’s Fellowship secre- 
tary for the state of Illinois, suc- 
ceeding Mrs. L. A. Crown, who re- 
tires June 30. 

Mrs. Crown has been on the state 
staff for 13 years. 

At the recent annual meeting of 
the United Christian Missionary 
Society’s Board of Trustees in 
Indianapolis Mrs. Baker’s appoint- 
ment was confirmed and on July 1 
she will begin her work as state 
CWF' secretary, with offices in 
Bloomington. 


Bethany Reminder 





LESTER G. McALLISTER (right), 
provost of Bethany College, is shown 
laying the traditional wreath on 
the Alexander Campbell monument 


in the Campbell Cemetery at 
Bethany on Founder’s Day, Feb. 27. 
Campbell founded the college March 
1, 1840, and died on Founder’s Day, 
1866. From left to right are: Jim 
Schimmel, ministerial student from 
Youngston, Ohio; Edward Ihle, presi- 
dent of the student board of gover- 
nors; Academic Dean Robert A. 
Preston; and H. L. Barnett, pastor of 
First Christian Church, Wheeling. 
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@ 5 Scheduled 


Spiritual Life Conferences 


Interest in the Spiritual Life Con- 
ference movement of the Disciples of 
Christ continues to be seen in many 
places. 

Under the direction of Samuel F. 
Pugh, director of church develop- 
ment of The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society, five conferences 
will be held in various parts of the 
nation, in cooperation with the 
states involved, between April and 
September 1959. 


Two conferences were scheduled 
for the springtime on an_ experi- 
mental basis. The first was held at 
Loch Leven in the San Bernardino 
Mountains of Southern California 
and the other (for which reserva- 
tions are still open) is set for Silver 
Springs, Florida, April 21-24. 


Most conferences begin at 1:30 
P.M. on Tuesday and close at 1:30 
P.M. on Friday, allowing most con- 
ferees to attend without being away 
from their church on Sunday. 


An exception is the Idaho con- 
ference, which begins on Monday 
and closes on Thursday so that 
those who wish may include the 
conference with their trip to the 
International Convention in Denver 
immediately afterward. 


The cost of each conference is 
$17, $5 of which is being sent to 
Samuel F. Pugh, 222 South Downey, 
Indianapolis 7, Ind., in the form of 
advance registration—checks pay- 
able to Spiritual Life Conferences. 


If these conferences achieve their 
three-point objective of: 1. Personal 
enrichment, 2. Local church guid- 
ance, and, 3. Brotherhood dedication, 
they will have a wide influence up- 
on many people—and the verdict of 
those who have attended is that 
such influence is now being felt in 
many areas of brotherhood life. 


Conferences are open to all who 
wish to attend, although there is no 
provision for small children. Past 
experience has seen the interest of 
young adults as well as older per- 
sons, laymen and women, as well 
as ministers and wives. 


Dates and places of coming con- 
ferences are: 


Silver Springs, Florida 
April 21-24 

Phillips University, Enid, Okla. 
June 9-12 

Camp Christian, Center Point, Tex. 
June 16-19 

Christmount, North Carolina 
July 7-10 

Quaker Hill, McCall, Idaho 
August 24-27 
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Further information will be sent 
to those who wish it. They should 
write: Samuel F. Pugh, 222 South 
Downey, Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 


Joseph Serena Dies 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—Joseph _ A. 
Serena, former president of William 
Woods College, Fulton, Mo., and a 
Christian church minister, died 
March 27. He was 86 years old. 

Born March 18, 1873, in Cincinnati, 
he graduated from Eureka College, 
Eureka, Ill. After graduation he 
served a pastorate in Syracuse, N. 
Y., and was then made president of 
Keuka College at Keuka Park, N. Y. 

He became president of William 
Woods College in 1915 and in 1921 
became the eighth president of 
South East Missouri State Teachers’ 
College, a post which he held from 
1921 to 1933. 

After leaving the teachers’ college 
he became president of Bethany 
College, Bethany W. Va. He was 
associated with the Board of Church 
Extension at one time in the 30's. 

Mr. Serena began his ministry at 
Havanna, and McLean, III. 

Mrs. Serena died last year. 


At Newton Falls, O. 


Evangelism Climax 


First Church, Newton Falls, Ohio, 
has been enjoying notable success 
in its evangelistic efforts. An 
evangelistic program last fall was 
climaxed by receiving 86 new mem- 
bers into the fellowship of the 
church. 

The campaign was hampered in 
Newton Falls because the city was 
on the edge of the flood disaster 


area and the attentions of the 
congregation were diverted con- 
stantly to the needs of the peoples 
of that area. 


Pastor of the church is William 
Ira Kerr. 


Obituaries 
Raymond G. Sherrer 


Raymond G. Sherrer, Christian min- 
ister who had served congregations in 
Alabama, Tennessee and Kentucky, 
died Dec. 18. He was for 25 years 
minister of Highland Park Christian 
Church, Chattanooga, Tenn., just pre- 
vious to his retirement in 1947. 

Mr. Sherrer served as a member of 
the board for the Tennessee Christian 
Missionary Society and was active in 
the Pastors’ Association of Chatta- 
nooga. He was commissioned a First 
Lieutenant in World War I and re- 
ceived the Purple Heart for wounds 
received. He was buried in the Na- 
tional Cemetery in Chattanooga. 


Maye Thomas Riddell 


Mrs. Maye Thomas Riddell, the wife 
of R. L. Riddell and a_ co-minister 
with him, died Nov. 29, 1958, at her 
home in Lexington, Ky. 

A native of Kentucky, Mrs. Riddell 
was born May 5, 1889, graduated from 
the Madison Female Institute in Rich- 
or and married to Mr. Riddell in 

She is survived by her husband, two 
daughters, three sons. Mr. Riddell was 
minister of Maxwell Street Church, 
Lexington, for 20 years and is now 
retired. 


James L. Burden 


James L. Burden, 57, pastor of the 
Berea, Ky., Christian Church, died at 
his home in Berea, March 17. 

He had been confined to his home 
for a period of more than six months. 

Born in Indiana, Mr. Burden had 
done social work for the YMCA in 
Chicago before entering the ministry. 
He had also been a schoolteacher. 

He came to Berea six years ago 
from a pastorate in Stamping Ground, 
Ky. Surviving is his wife. A _ son 
preceded him in death. 


Hazel Green Academy Aids Rural Development 


A group of Kentucky state and 
local agencies has selected Wolfe 
County, Ky., for a model farm 
program designed to increase 
land productivity and boost the 
area’s income. 


These agencies will work with 
Hazel Green Academy which will 
administer and supervise the pro- 
gram under a contract with the state 
departments. 

George W. Hubley, Jr., Kentucky 
economic development commissioner, 
told Kentucky newspapers that vari- 
ous pilot projects will be carried 
out on selected farms in Wolfe 
County to show how farmers can 
increase land productivity by using 
new farming principles. 


He said projects under considera- 
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tion include feeder pigs and lambs, 
poultry, reforestation, water conser- 
vation and timber marketing. 

Meetings are being held at Hazel 
Green Christian Church to outline 
the projects with 10 state rural de- 
velopment leaders being in charge 
of the sessions. 

Previously, Hazel Green Academy 
facilities have been used in adult 
education classes in cooperation 
with the State Vocation School with 
a variety of rural development sub- 
jects being offered. 

Hazel Green Academy is an edu- 
cational and community service cen- 
ter which received support from Dis- 
ciples (Christian) churches through 
The United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety. It is located in a mountain- 
ous section of eastern Kentucky. 
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Kansas City News 
Will Sessions, Reporter 


Three hundred men_ attended 
Christian Men’s Fellowship rally at 
Central Church, Kansas City, Kan., 
Feb. 8. Jim Tilsley of the Colorado 
Christian Home was the speaker. 

The evening meal was served by 
the Christian Women’s Fellowship 
of Central Church. 


Walter Griswold is pastor. 
kkk 


Several leadership changes have 
been reported in recent weeks. 
Thomas Palmer, minister at Woods 
Memorial Church, Excelsior Springs, 
Mo., for more than three years, be- 
came pastor at First Church, Harri- 
son, Ark., March 1. 


AGlenn Cadwell, formerly minister 
at Central Church, Kansas City, Mo., 
became minister of First Church, 
Creston, Iowa, Jan. 15. 


A Central Church, Kansas City, Mo., 
has extended a call to Harold Black- 
burn to become their pastor as of 
March 15. Dr. Leland Cook has 
served ad interim since the first of 
the year. 


A Chelsea Church, Kansas City, Kan., 
has extended a call to George Baugh 
who has been serving the church at 
La Cygne, Kan. He and his family 
will arrive the last of May to begin 
work with the church May 31. 


Compassion Artist 





ANDREW WHITTEN, 81, elder emeri- 
tus of Mallory Avenue Christian 


Church in Portland, Oregon, is 
shown with the theme and sketch he 
prepared for the Week of Compas- 
sion observance of the church. 

The pastor’s wife, Mrs. Clifford N. 
Trout, who was in charge of the 
brotherhood dinner, commissioned 
him to give the theme a graphic por- 
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trayal for the occasion, which he did 
in the sketch of a scene of “The 
Good Samaritan.” 

Two of the artist’s oil paintings 
are in the church, a large copy of 
“The Rich Young Ruler” in the nar- 
thex and a landscape in the Chi Rho 
Fellowship room. 


“Man of Year” 





—Concord Tribune 


BRUCE L. JONES (left) is presented 

the award trophy honoring him as 

“Man of the Year.” Presentation 

was made by Irving Gold, national 

officer of the U.S. Junior Chamber 
of Commerce. 


CoNcorD, CALIF.—Bruce L. Jones, 
34, pastor of First Church here, was 
named this city’s Man of the Year at 
a recent presentation banquet held 
by the Concord Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Mr. Jones was presented with an 
engraved plaque and cited for his 
community service, personal and 
professional achievement and lead- 
ership. 

When the citation was presented, 
attention was called to Mr. Jones’s 
service to the community in Scout- 
ing, YMCA activities, work with Al- 
coholics Anonymous and his personal 
sponsorship of a displaced family. 

Mr. Jones attended the University 
of Oregon, Pacific School of Religion 
in Berkeley, Calif., and Yale Univer- 
sity. 


Victory in Oregon 


NorTH BEND, OrRE.—First Church 
here has been reporting significant 
evangelistic achievements, under 
leadership of Len B. Fishback, pas- 
tor. During January and February 
there were 32 additions, 19 by pri- 
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mary obedience, 26 of which were 
added to the church during a preach- 
ing mission. 

Leader of the mission was Fred 
Evans of Bremerton, Wash., and Or- 
ris Doty of Coquille, Ore. 

The North Bend church has re- 
cently made improvements at a cost 
of $1,500. Two classrooms were 
added and other classrooms were re- 
decorated. 


Administrative Tour 


Fiers in Latin America 


Dr. A. Dale Fiers, president of The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
is nOw on an administrative tour of 
Disciples mission work in the Carib- 
bean area and South America. 

His first visit to this area, he 
planned to cover five countries be- 
tween April 4 and April 25. 

The itinerary includes four days in 
Jamaica; two days in Haiti; six days 
in Argentina; five days in Paraguay; 
and a day in Costa Rica. 

The United Society has personnel 
regularly assigned to Jamaica, Haiti, 
Argentina and Paraguay. Some mis- 
sionary personnel receive training in 
Spanish each year at a school in the 
Costa Rican capital city of San Jose. 

Dr. Fiers will visit missionary and 
national workers at churches and 
schools in Jamaica, Argentina and 
Paraguay and at the Albert Schwei- 
tzer hospital in Haiti. 








David Everton, Explorer Post 211, 
Houston, Tex., is shown as he was 
presented the God and Country 
Award of the Boy Scouts at a wor- 
ship service in the Christian Church 
at Bellaire, Tex. His father, William 
H. Everton, minister of the church, 


made the presentation. David re- 
ceived his Eagle rank Feb. 24. 
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THE CHURCHYARD of Linden Christian 
Church, Johannesburg. The auditorium is at 
the right and a portion of Campbell Hall, the 
education plant, is at left.—Photo by Studio 
Wesselo, Johannesburg, South Africa. 


Third Unit for Linden Christian Church 


BUILDING IN SOUTH AFRICA 


With its church auditorium and educational building erected and 
in full usage, the Linden Christian Church in Johannesburg, South 
Africa, is turning its attention to a third unit. 


The newest section will contain 
an office for The United Christian 
Missionary Society’s representative 
in South Africa (Basil Holt) and li- 
brary and classroom space expand- 
ing the facilities of Linden Church. 

Prior to 1950 ‘the Johannesburg 
church had carried on its activities 
in various rented halls and had ac- 
cumulated a_ substantial building 
fund. The main church building was 
completed and dedicated in that 
year. 

The congregation was able to fi- 
nance the project by using its ac- 
cumulated funds, plus a Board of 
Church Extension loan, part of 
which was interest free. 

The United Society assisted by pro- 
viding the service of Mr. Holt as the 
pastor. 

In 1957 the church again moved 
forward by erecting a second unit. 
The new hall is for Sunday church 
school, youth activities and social 
and recreational gatherings. Named 
in honor of Thomas and Alexander 
Campbell, it was financed through 
$22,400 raised in cash by the con- 
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gregation and another Board of 
Church Extension loan. 

The third unit is being made pos- 
sible by use of Capital for Kingdom 
Building funds, which are contribu- 
tions of United States churches 
through the United Society. Though 
the entire amount is not yet in hand 
in CKB for this project, authoriza- 
tion has been given to proceed with 
it as rapidly as funds become avail- 
able. 

The third unit is being provided 
with mission funds for capital im- 
provements because the main pur- 
pose of the project is to provide a 
headquarters for the United Society 
work in South Africa. 


INDIANAPOLIS—H. Austin Smith, 
short-term missionary to the Belgian 
Congo, is filling in for Basil Holt, 
pastor of the Linden Christian 
Church, Johannesburg, South Africa, 
and representative of The United 
Christian Missionary Society, during 
a year’s leave granted to Mr. Holt. 

Mr. Smith’s appointment, includ- 
ing his duties as South Africa mis- 


sion treasurer, has been approved 
by the board of trustees of the 
United Society. Mr. Smith and his 
wife have moved to Johannesburg 
and took up interim work there 
March 1. 


Mr. Holt expects to spend a few 
months in Great Britain and to visit 
briefly in the United States to at- 
tend the International Convention 
at Denver, Colo., in August. 


The Smiths, who are from Dan- 
ville, Ind., have been engaged in 
mission construction work in Congo 
since 1956. Mr. Smith has super- 
vised construction at Boende, Mon- 
dombe, and Ifumo. 

Before going to the Congo Mr. 
Smith had been engaged in the con- 
struction business in Danville and 
had held several pastorates. He was 
graduated from the Ben Davis high 
school in Indianapolis and received 
the B.S., B.A. and M.A. degrees at 
Butler University in Indianapolis. 
Mrs. Smith was graduated from high 
school in Rushville, Ind., and took 
educational training at Butler Uni- 
versity and Danville Teachers’ Col- 
lege. She had taught in Indiana 
elementary schools for several years. 
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Ground was broken in February 
for the church at Mesa, Ariz., mark- 
ing the beginning of a re-location 
program involving eight buildings. 

At present the purchase of ground 
and development of three buildings 
is a $128,000 undertaking. 

About one year ago the present 
church was sold to the Jewish con- 
gregation. Since then First Church 
and the Jewish group have worked 
together with joint occupancy. 

Shown above (left to right) are: 
L. T. Lewis, building chairman; 
Charlean Adams, equipment; Dale 
Riggins, construction; William 
Pumplin, finance; Lester Laraway, 
architect; Donald Jeffcoat, contrac- 
tor; George L. Phearson, minister; 
and Turner Jackson, board chairman. 


Razing Old Church; 
Members Open Cornerstone 


“Hands of Time” 


BOWLING GREEN, Ky.—The Park 
City Daily News, published here, re- 
cently reported that three officials of 
First Christian Church “turned back 
the hands of time” when they 
opened a copper box which had been 
intact since July 4, 1912. 

While razing the 47-year-old sanc- 
tuary of First Christian Church, 
workmen dislodged the cornerstone 
which contained a “time capsule” 
sealed during the ceremonies in 1912. 

Reed Carter, pastor, Harold Evans, 
chairman of the Board, and E. H. 
Canon, historian, opened the box. 

The cornerstone contained a copy 
of the July 3, 1912, Park City Daily 
News and Democrat, a copy of the 
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Ground Breaking at Mesa, Arizona 


Brotherhood News FABULOUS, NEW 


5-Ft. Long Balloons 


Twist Into a Thousand Shapes! 
GIRAFFES-DACHSHUNDS—Pets of All Kinds 


- Add 25¢ 

Made of Postage 

Live Latex f and 
or Handling 


Delight Kiddies—Grown-Ups, Too! 
Almost 5 feet long when inflated. Balloons 
this size usually sell up to 25¢ each. 

Send only $1 now. Plus 25¢ postage and 
handling for 200 in a variety of gay colors! 
Supply limited at this low price, so order 
someal sets NOW for UA EED 
PROMPT DELIVERY. MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE. Free Complete Instructions. 


MURRAY HILL HOUSE 


Dept. B-67, P.0. Box 251, Bethpage, L.J., N.Y. 













CENTURIES OF 
CHRISTIANITY 


A Concise History 
by Paul Hutchinson, former editor of 
Christian Century and Winfred E. Garri- 
son, Chairman of the Department of 
Philosophy and Religion, University of 
Houston, Texas, formerly literary editor 
of Christian Century. 
“20 Centuries of Christianity is a thor- 
oughly documented and readable history 
of Christianity. Its scope is extraordinary, 
extending from John the Baptist to the 
present day.” 

—DR. JOHN SUTHERLAND BONNELL, 
The Fifth Ave. Presbyterian Church, NYC 


At all bookstores, $6.00 
[HB] HARCOURT, BRACE AND COMPANY 





Bowling Green Messenger and the 
Time-Journal, a Bible, church pub- 
lications and two histories of the 
Christian Church, a church direc- 
tory, a list of the members and other 
material. 

The church is making way for the 
construction of its proposed $200,000 
new building. 





Paul H. Gibson of Elsberry, Mo., 
reports that he has most of the Dis- 
ciples’ Year Books from 1930 to 1950 
and desires to dispose of them. 





A completely revised and enlarged edition of 
the great anthology on the life of Christ 


Christ and the Fine Arts 


By Cynthia Pearl Maus 

















© 168 at easton T= univeral favorite has been 


pieces with greatly revised to insure even 
interpretations greater popularity and use. 
© 116 best-loved Includes ten new full-page art 
hymns — reproductions,and many new 
interpretations stories and poems on the life of 


Christ have been added. 
“Worthy of a place in every 
Christian home.” 


—Christian Evangelist 


© 256 poems 
@ 76 stories 
@ 4 indexes 


AT YOUR BOOKSELLER « $5.95 
HARPER & BROTHERS 
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from the Brotherhood 
BULLETIN Service 


Are These 
Lovely 
Bulletins 
In Your 


Church This 























Week ? 


These are bulletins for today 
and next Sunday. You can 
have wonderful bulletins like 
these every Sunday when you 
subscribe to the Brotherhood 
Worship Bulletin Service. At- 
tractive art covers by top- 
notch professional artists .. . 
informative, interesting mes- 
sages on the back about ac- 
tivities and beliefs of the 
brotherhood. Four-color holi- 














day bulletins included at no 
extra cost! 
(delivered flat for printing)y—$ .95 per 100 


NEWS BULLETINS, too— 


Keep your congregation informed! Mail these news 
bulletins to homes as a weekly paper. News of our 
missions, brotherhood observances, interdenominational 
activities, progress in Christian education and other 
stimulating articles are lithographed in black on the in- 
side—you can print or mimeograph news of your 
church, announcements, etc., on the outside. A wonder- 
ful way to tell about the church program, at home and 
around the world! 

(delivered flat for printing—5S/2” x 82” when folded) —$ .80 per 100 


— Send for Free Samples Today! — 


April 26 


MULAN « 0% 


Point of View 


“If you had to choose be- 
tween marrying for love or 
money, Jane, which would 
you choose?” 

“Love, I expect,” replied 
Jane. “I always seem to do 
the wrong thing.” 

—“Capper’s Weekly” 


ek 


Parable of the Pony 
The pony can’t pull while 


kicking, 
A fact I merely mention, 
And he can’t kick while pull- 
ing, 
Which is my chief conten- 
tion. 
—H. C. B. 
eR & 


Primitive Country: One 
that has no taxes to handle 
juvenile delinquency, in case 
it gets civilized enough to 
achieve it. 


: ee 


Editor’s Paper 


Recently, the editor spoke 
in Dallas, where the minis- 
ter frequently referred to 
“CE-FR” as “Dr. Short’s 
paper.” 

One evening, as a lady 
told her small grandson to 
come on and start for 
church, he ran for the latest 
issue of “CE-FR” and stuck 
it under his arm as he went 
out the door. 

When asked why, he re- 
plied, “Dr. Riley said this 
was Dr. Short’s paper, so 
I’m taking it to him.” 
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Consulting the Pastor 
by Charles F. Kemp 








Confession and Forgiveness 


“A cleansing, strengthening, renewing experience... 


ORE than fifty years ago 

Washington Gladden, writ- 
ing about ‘“‘The Christian Pastor,” 
said, “There will be no confes- 
sional in which he will sit as the 
mouthpiece of God, to hear the 
word of the penitent and pro- 
nounce absolution, but if he is 
the kind of man that he ought 
to be, a great many stories of 
doubt and perplexity and sorrow 
and shame and despair are likely 
to be poured into his ears.” 
(Gladden: The Christian Pastor, 
Scribners, 1898, pp. 176, 177.) 


Every faithful pastor knows 
this is true. This is one of the 
pastor’s most sacred tasks. At 
such a moment a soul is strug- 
gling with its own destiny. It 
may be some man in the hospital 
who pours out a story that dates 
back many years but which still 
troubles his conscience and will 
not let him sleep. 


It may be some person who 
comes to the pastor’s study and 
relates a sordid experience that 
may include a violation of both 
moral and legal codes. It may 
be a young person troubled by 
doubt who also has a feeling of 
guilt because he doubts. It may 
be a very good person of out- 
standing character who feels 
guilty because he has not accom- 
plished all that he feels he should. 

Does this mean everyone has 
a sense of guilt? Yes, probably, 
unless a person is a psychopathic 
personality and is incapable of 
experiencing any sense of wrong- 
doing or guilt. 
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Is this good or bad? It is both. 
There is such a thing as whole- 
some normal guilt which makes 
us aware of our shortcomings 
and limitations and leads us to 
true repentance and thus to a 
knowledge of the mercy and 
grace of God. 

There is also such a thing 
as morbid guilt, neurotic guilt, 
unnecessary guilt. This is the 
feeling of guilt that far exceeds 
the seriousness of the act, or that 
is unable to accept the reality of 
forgiveness. This is the kind of 
guilt that haunts, that warps and 
twists the soul. 

The pastor will meet both 
kinds. Both need the awareness 
of the forgiveness of God. This 
is the heart of the gospel. Man 
can be forgiven. Past events may 
not be eradicated but the sense 
of guilt can be relieved. The old 
relationship can be established. 
Prodigals can become sons again. 

How is this done? There are 
two key and all-important words: 
confession and repentance. 

In Protestant teaching confes- 
sion is made directly to God, but 
it can be greatly aided by sharing 
with another, although the one 
chosen should be selected with 
care. It should be one who can 
be trusted, one who will under- 
stand. 

There is real meaning to the 
phrase “confession is good for 
the soul.” The phrase actually 
is not deep enough. Confession 
should be a literal cleansing of 
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the soul. Some form of confes- 
sion is needed for everyone who 
would have emotional or spirit- 
ual health. 

Dr. Oren H. Baker in his new 
book, Human Nature Under God, 
points out that the word “‘confes- 
sion” in its original meaning 
meant, “bringing to the outside 
what is inside, uncovering that 
which is concealed, inspecting the 
sources of difficulty and inade- 
quacy, ventilating and clarifying 
attitudes and feelings by verbal- 
izing them.” (Baker: Human 
Nature Under God, Association 
Press, 1958, p. 253.) 

The other word is “repentance.” 
This means a changing of direc- 
tion, a change of mind and pur- 
pose. It goes beyond mere con- 
fession to a new perspective, new 
insights, positive steps to the fu- 
ture which in turn lead to a new 
feeling of confidence, a new 
awareness of inner and divine re- 
sources, a new understanding of 
the values of life and also of the 
nature of God. 

This is a cleansing, strength- 
ening, renewing experience. Psy- 
chology makes abundantly clear 
the need for confession. The New 
Testament makes definite the as- 
surance of forgiveness. “If we 
say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just, and will for- 
give our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1: 
8, 9) 
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Pen Portrait of Paul 


Meet Mr. 
Great Heart 


by Asa Zadel Hall, M.D. 


A Pen Portrait of Pau 
[neg jo yeayjiog wag V 


O YOU remember the old photo- 

graph album that used to grace 
the parlor table? It showed pic- 
tures of various members of your 
family from babyhood up. Perhaps 
there were some pictures that you 
wish you had, such as those of Un- 
cle Bill and Aunt Jennie; but they 
are gone now, and you have to rely 
on your memory for a picture of 
them. 

Perhaps you have wished that you 
had a picture of the Apostle Paul. 
You would like to see him as he 
stood on Mars Hill and told the 
Athenians, “What therefore you wor- 
ship as unknown, this I proclaimed 
to you.” (Acts 17:23.) You would 
like to see him as he stood before 
Felix and reasoned of righteousness, 
temperance and judgment to come, 
until Felix trembled. (Acts 24:25.) 

You would like to have a picture 
of Paul on shipboard, surrounded by 
tempest-tossed, fear-ridden men, who 
were abandoning hope and about to 
abandon the ship, saying, “So take 
heart, men, for I have faith in God 
that it will be exactly as I have been 
told.” (Acts 27:25.) 

These were dramatic moments in 
the life of the Great Apostle; 
worthy of a photographer's skill 
or painter’s brush; but did it ever 
occur to you that perhaps if we 
had a candid likeness of Paul, we 
might be disappointed in it? We 
have light on Paul’s personal appear- 
ance in the oft-quoted reference (2 
Cor. 12:7) to his “thorn in the flesh.” 
There have been many conjectures 
regarding the exact nature of his 
“thorn” but many students think it 
referred to some physical deformity. 

We should abandon the idea that 
all men who do heroic deeds must 
be movie-type heroes, tall, dark and 
handsome. My father used to tell 
of disappointment in seeing Kit Car- 
son, the celebrated scout. Father 
described him as being little and 
freckled and unprepossessing. Often- 
times the men who have great 
handicaps are the very ones who 
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climb the highest. So, whether Paul 
was physically of heroic mold or not 
matters little. We have plenty of 
pictures of Paul’s heart. It is from 
his letters that we gather them. 
Paul says, “. . . I have great sor- 
row and unceasing anguish in my 
heart. For I could wish that I my- 
self were accursed and cut off from 
Christ for the sake of my brethren, 
my kinsmen by race.” (Romans 9: 
2-3.) This shows the burdened heart, 
Paul’s vicarious suffering for the 
Jews who were rejecting Christ. 
“Our heart is wide,” Paul says. (2 
Cor. 6:11.) One of the modern trans- 
lators says, “You have a large place 
in our heart.” With all of Paul’s 
many interests and numerous 
friends, he made room for these 


“I Had Talent” 


H: THREW himself down into a 
chair in my office and exclaimed: 
“I have wasted my life!” 

The statement seemed to repre- 
sent in a few words his judgment of 
himself. I looked at him closely. 
He was carelessly dressed and his 
lined face witnessed to the fact that 
he had lived fast and hard. 

“It is my conviction that a man 
can always start again and that if 
he lives close to God, he will find 
potential powers within himself that 
he never thought he had,” I said. 

He sat on the edge of his chair 
and looked at me steadily. I knew 
he was talking to me from out of 
his heart. 

“When I was a young man, I dis- 
covered I had unusual talent as a 
singer. Before I took vocal lessons 
or knew that there was such a thing 
as voice training, everyone wanted 
to hear me sing. I was the rage at 
social gatherings and parties. 

“I remember how my mother used 
to look at me when I was singing— 
her pride in me was_ unbounded. 
Later she financed voice lessons for 
me. My father was dead and my 
mother had to work hard for every 
penny she got. I took voice lessons 
for a year or so and then quit. I 
felt I knew more about the human 
voice and singing than my teacher 
did. 

“When I was about twenty, I 
started to frequent taverns. One 
evening I met an old friend in one 
of these drinking places and after 
we had a few drinks, he asked me 
to sing a Scottish song which he had 
heard me sing at a party, for the 
patrons of the tavern. I did and the 
people applauded loudly. Then I 
sang another song or two, after 
which my friend passed the hat. The 
sum that the people gave me 
amounted to $3. It was the easiest 
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Christians of Corinth. He was like 
Bunyan’s “Great Heart’ in his Pil- 
grim’s Progress. Then he tells the 
Philippian Christians, “I hold you in 
my heart.” It indicated his deep and 
abiding love for them. 

When Paul is giving instructions 
to young Timothy, he tells him the 
kind of heart he should have: “Aim 
at righteousness, faith, love, and 
peace, along with those who call 
upon the Lord from a pure heart.” 
(2 Tim. 2:22.) 

When writing to the church mem- 
bers in Ephesus he says, “And be 
kind to one another, tenderhearted.” 
(Eph. 4:32.) These qualities he 
could not expect in others unless he 
exhibited them himself. 

So we salute Paul, the Great Heart. 


by J. Warren Hastings 





money I had ever earned. From 
then on I went from tavern to tav- 
ern singing and passing the hat. 
Later I sang for some time in one 
of the night clubs of the city. I was 
drinking more and more as_ time 
passed and I was gradually sliding 
down the ladder. When I was twen- 
ty-four, I married and in a few 
months my wife divorced me. 

“I thought I could sing, drink and 
make good money forever. Little 
did I realize that the day would 
come when I would have lost the 
sweet tones in my voice and people 
would not care to hear me sing. 

“At 29 I married again. My second 
wife was a lovely woman and she 
did everything in the world to try 
to help me get on my feet. She 
failed and in 1930 we were divorced. 
I have gone down hill fast since 
then. I cannot get a job singing 
any more and when I try to sing 
in a tavern, they boo until I stop. 
I feel that I am lost beyond recall. 
I know that you cannot help me, 
but I felt an impulse to come and 
talk to you. As you recall, I was 
a member of your Sunday school 
class many years ago.” 

“Success and popularity go to 
one’s head. As a matter of fact, it 
is more difficult to keep your bal- 
ance in the face of success than it is 
in the midst of failure. I am anx- 
ious to help you in any way that I 
can and I believe you still have ele- 
ments of real manhood in you.” 

He rose, walked over to me, and 
took my by the hand: “Will you 
pray for me and believe in me?” he 
asked. 

“Yes, I will,” I said. “I believe if 
we depend on Christ, we can come 
through to victory. Let us bow in 
prayer.” 

He left my office with a new 
spring in his step. 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 





























‘‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Toward War III 


The Cause of World War Three. 
By C. Wright Mills. Simon and 
Schuster. New York. 172 pages. 
$3.50 cloth, $1.50 paper. 


This is a deeply disturbing book. 
It analyzes the social, economic and 
political trends on the current scene 
which are moving us steadily toward 
World War Three. In_ prophetic 
fashion the author marshals the 
facts of our culture—and Russia’s— 
to show the thrust and drift toward 
nuclear annihilation. 

Although the author writes as a 
sociologist—professor of sociology at 
Columbia University—his argument 
is sO convincing that one is moti- 
vated to cast aside other interests 
and concerns to hasten to become 
a champion of his cause. 

But Dr. Mills does not stop with 
analysis. Indeed, nearly half of his 
book deals with what we ought to 
do and how to doit. His suggestions 
are bold, but these are times that 
demand boldness and courage. 

It is noteworthy—but not flatter- 
ing!—that he suggests that the two 
groups which are in strategic posi- 
tions to turn the tide are ministers 
and physical scientists. His “Pagan 
Sermon” to ministers should be re- 
quired reading for every clergyman 
in the land, but no less so the entire 
book, not only for ministers, but for 
every thinking Christian who is 
really concerned about world peace. 
—CHARLES E. DIETZE 


Critic of Piety 


The Surge of Piety in America. By 
A. Roy Eckhardt. Association Press. 
192 pages. $3.50. 


The jacket of this book say it is “a 
thoroughgoing, penetrating analysis 
- . .’ but the author says on his 
first page, “I make no claim to ex- 
haustiveness.” For the moment I 
will string along with the author. 

Dr. Eckhardt seems to be unhappy 
about, or at least profoundly suspi- 
cious of, the success religion enjoys 
among people of 100 I.Q. in America. 
Just what he expects in a democracy 
is not made clear. Condescending 
criticism of food for the masses, and 
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the disturbed, fails to feed most of 
the remainder of the multitudes. 
Until Providence stops making 100 
1.Q. the average, effective religion 
in a democracy is going to have to 
provide a great variety of religious 
service forms. The only alternative 
to this is a return to medieval state 
religion. 

Any survey of American church 
history ought to make it appear that 
we are always going to have popu- 
lar movements such as those of 
Graham and Peale. To say that 
these men are not preaching Chris- 
tianity (pp. 88, 89) is a matter of 
theological definition. 

This reviewer is a theological pro- 
fessor who couldn’t hold a popular 
revival among certain groups and 
keep ’em coming back night after 
night if his life depended upon it, 
but this doesn’t make me critical of 
the man who can. To say, as the 
author does (p. 99), that these peo- 
ple should be preached to by Paul 
Tillich is a fantastic prescription for 
a realist in planning religion for a 
free state. And, hear this: “Much 
of our modern revivalism faces the 
temptation of the ancient Pelagian 
heresy in the Church, the fancy that 
men somehow determine their eter- 
nal salvation by their own decision 
of will.” 

Certainly conformity is a danger 
in our day. But, only widespread 
popular preaching can win the 
masses and open their minds first 
to the milk, then the meat, of the 
gospel. Wesleyan dedication has 
done this, in a few generations. Per- 
haps we would have been better off 
without that particlar surge of piety 
—but I doubt it. 


Piety needs direction, not condem- 
nation. The alternative is another 
era of skepticism and debunking in 
which a new Mencken again will 
hail a twilight of the Gods, and the 
avant garde will foregather for the 
funeral of faith. Piety is the con- 
temporary expression and, perhaps 
significantly, a cause of the theo- 
logical revival. Canon Wedel gives 
evidence in book form that today 
The Pulpit Rediscovers Theology. 
Many university chapels will be 
abandoned if piety is unemployed. 
Then, where will the eggheads be? 


They will have no reasonable organ 
in which to have a pain.—A. T. DE- 
GROOT 


Teen-agers Study 


The First Followers. By Colbert S. 
Cartwright. Christian Board of Pub- 


lication. Teacher’s Quarterly, 143 
pages. $1. Pupil’s Quarterly, 143 
pages. 75c. Pupil’s Classbook, 32 
pages. $25c. 


The First Followers is part of the 
Bethany graded youth curriculum 
and is intended to be used with mid- 
dle teen-agers. The stated purpose 
of this course is to “help teen-agers 
appreciate and understand the be- 
ginnings of the church, its signifi- 
cance and role in the plan of God 
for mankind.” The work should 
achieve its goal. 

In novel form, we live again the 
days of the early church. Follow- 
ing the death of Jesus, we are 
caught up in the immediate despair 
of the disciples. With the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus, our disappointment is 
overcome with renewed faith and 
we are touched with the contagious 
zeal of those who walked in the 
“Way.” 

But even these zealous Christians 
were to have their difficulties. The 
author realistically brings us face 
to face with this most distressing 
problem: should the church of Christ 
include uncircumcised Gentiles? The 
Gentiles were welcomed in the 
church if they would conform to 
Jewish customs. 

We reach the climax of The First 
Followers when Paul comes to grips 
with the leaders of the church at 
Jerusalem. Both sides were ap- 
peased. Paul and Barnabas, feeling 
the call to preach to the Gentiles, 
successfully plead their case. James, 
the statesman, accepts Paul’s vision 
of the larger mission of the church 
while admonishing the Gentiles not 
to offend the Jewish Christians. He 
asks them to at least adhere to the 
Jewish dietary laws. 

Here is a work that puts into 
proper perspective the beginnings of 
the church (Acts 1—15). The course 
carries with it the hope that the 
church will take Christ to all the 
world.—Davip L. Moore 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Deferred Letter 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


It was with concerned interest 
that I read your article, “The We- 
They Fallacy,” by Dr. A. L. Porter- 
field (CE, June 9, 1958). Among 
other things he seems to say that 
the criminal is the product of our 
society. And that when we stand in 
judgment of a criminal we are con- 
demning ourselves. 

I think most ministers, psycholo- 
gists, social workers, etc., are agreed 
that crime and emotional violence 
are the symptoms of a sick human- 
ity, consisting of emotionally ill peo- 
ple. Whether or not the individual 
is shut away from society seems to 
be determined only by the degree of 
his illness. 

In his book entitled, 
Starr Daily, an ex-convict, covers 
fresher ground in this field of 
thought. This consecrated Christian 
has put into practice, with satisfy- 
ing results, his belief that emotional 
and spiritual needs are almost al- 
ways one and the same; that spirit- 
ual food assuages emotional hunger. 

I wonder why, in the face of 
obviously emotionally starved mul- 
titudes, theologians who believe 
that in most cases emotional and 
spiritual hunger is identical, and are 
ministering accordingly to a grateful 
following, are only a handful. I 
have never heard from the pulpit 
that emotional therapy should be 
our concern, although I believe that 
most pastors are aware of the ex- 
treme need; many doing personal 
counseling. 

As Dr. Porterfield seems to say, 
the individual has a tendency to 
draw aside his skirts in judgment 
upon those who appear to differ. I 
believe this action betrays the per- 
son’s own spiritual hunger. I would 
say that it is just a matter of de- 
gree how much less sick he is than 
the criminal or the violent. 


I believe that Christ gave the 
world a secret of living, not only 
in the world to come but in this 
present life. The words of life are 
the miracle drugs for a sick soul, 
and the rest of us who are yet a 
little bit sick. . . . As Christians, who 
possess this storehouse of emotional 
food, are we sharing the keys with 
society? If society is experiencing 
spiritual famine, who is to blame? 
—ELOISE ULBICK, Bellingham, Wash. 


Release, 
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Witness to Bear 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


Though I have no stricture or 
criticism, or even a suggestion to be 
thrust into the postscript asa 
“stinger” at the end, as is the prac- 
tice of a certain type of letter 
writer, I do begin with a kindly word 
of encouragement as to the kind of 
paper you are giving us these days. 
Just keep on. 

Your page of “letters” on the bap- 
tism topic is indicative of the con- 
tinuing interest your readers have in 
this subject. It betokens what I 
have felt all along, viz., that we still 
deeply feel that we have a witness 
to bear at this point. Not elsewhere 
will be found in all the Protestant 
world, a full presentation of the 
meaning of believer’s baptism. This 
is said, lamenting the fact that many 
of our own preachers have misread 
and made it a saving act. 


In this county we have fourteen 
congregations and never, in any of 
them or in all Southern Indiana, 
save in one county seat, has there 
ever been a faltering accent on our 
original practice. Just now First 
Church in Bedford is spending some 
eighteen thousand dollars to get the 
baptistry out where it belongs and 
where its witnessing can be made 
more effective—S. S. Lappin, Bed- 
ford, Ind. 


Disagrees with Scherzer 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


Jesus preached his most potent 
sermon on the cross. The text was 
Psalm 22:1. Carl J. Scherzer, in 
“The Fourth Word from the Cross” 
(CE-FR, Mar. 8, 1959), completely 
missed the message. 

The point was brought out in The 
Bold Galilean, a book by our own 
Christian Board of Publication.— 
JOHN W. REDMOND, Anderson, Ind. 


Helps Student Minister 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


I want to express my apprecia- 
tion for the excellent quality of the 
new CE-FR. I am a student-min- 
ister attending Culver-Stockton Col- 
lege, and it has contained valuable 
help and information for me.— 
HARRY PFEIFFER, Canton, Mo. 


THE CHRISTIAN 


—— 


Letters... 


Prayer for the Spirit 


Editor, The CE-FR: 


(John 17:20-26). The prayer of 
Christ, let it be observed, was neither 
in form nor in substance, a prayer 
for union, but for oneness. These 
are two different words and mean 
two different things. We may have 
a union without unity and unity 
without union. 

Unity denotes an invisible oneness. 
Union is the mere joining of two or 
more bodies in one. Oneness, so far 
as it extends, is unity in mind, will 
and purpose, which Christ prayed 
might be established in the heart 
of a believer. 

Paul enumerates various points in 
which the existence of this unity of 
the spirit might be recognized—one 
body which is all Christians, one 
Spirit which pervades that body, all 
believers called in one hope, one 
Lord acknowledged, one faith pro- 
fessed, one baptism received. 

in the case of each individual, 
baptism in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit is the 
essential means that unity or one- 
ness is established and maintained. 

It is only when we possess one- 
ness with Christ and exhibit that 
oneness in a holy life and in un- 
ceasing efforts for the salvation of 
men that the world will be con- 
verted—a result which has been in 
progress from the day of Pentecost 
until now. 

It is said, “Christians are com- 
manded to be one,” not with each 
other but one with Christ as Christ 
was with the Father. Christians are 
commanded to live in peace, to be 
of one accord and one mind, and to 
stand fast in one Spirit. This is in 
their power to do. To _ establish 
unity is not in their power. God 
alone can give the Holy Spirit. 

This truly is a prayer greatly 
needed, but let it be distinctly un- 
derstood that this is a prayer for the 
Holy Spirit, not for Christian union. 
Christ said on one occasion to the 
Father, “I know thou hearest me 
always.” Is it to be supposed that 
his prayer for Christian union has 
been unheard and unanswered, and 
that its fulfillment is yet postponed 
to some indefinite future period? 
May God help us to understand and 
follow his will in this prayer.—Mkrs. 
EpNA L. ARTHUR, Dover, Ky. 
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make booklets - accordion books - dioramas -« triptychs - posters - murals 
. friezes - movies - tv shows - peep shows - reading cards - charts - wall 
hangings - time lines - research cards - scrap books - gifts - book covers - 
use to illustrate stories - decorate envelopes for keeping work - help 


answer questions - suggest ideas for painting - illustrate Bible customs - 


make up picture interpretations - illustrate songs 


KE Th Use — and Many More! 


Picture Packets fre Great flew 
EXTRA HELPS for flursery, 
Kindergarten, Primary and 
Junior Church School Classes 


Let your imagination be your guide! You'll think of 
dozens of ways pictures can help you in class. (Or see 
any good book of teaching helps for ideas.) 


In each packet, you get 16 beautiful FULL COLOR 
pictures, each a reproduction of an original painting 
by a noted artist. Each picture is about 4” x 5”. 
They're printed on large sheets (one side of the paper 
only) ready for children to cut apart and use! 


Two packets trace the life of Christ pictorially; one 
depicts scenes from the Old Testament. Use them in 
Sunday morning church school classes . . . for vacation 
church school . . . for weekday church school . . . for 
additional meetings on Sunday or through the week . 
for anytime children are gathered together for Christian 
education! 
only $ .50 per packet 


Order copies to use with children in all your 
church school classes. 
se eee eee ee eee eee esses sees sees eeeeeseees 
Christian Board of Publication—Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
Please send me the following packets in the indicated quantities: 
#1, The Life of Jesus @ $ .50 each. 
#2, The Old Testament @ $ .50 each. 
#3, The Life of Jesus (all different) @ $ .50 each. 


mee ([/2W PUL Of9) oe 


a 
() Payment enclosed. 
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LET’S TALK IT OVER 





Dicciiae, In one of your 
articles I am puzzled by your 
statement that the “Church is 
the only institution that is wit- 
nessing for temperance.” Have 
you never heard of the Women’s 
Temperance Union? Of the 
Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion and the YWCA and others? 
It seems to me our church pub- 
lications do not stress the sub- 
ject as they should. 


A NSWER: If you read the 
article by Mr. Paul Moore in 
The Christian-Evangelist of De- 
cember 1, I am sure you were 
pleased with his forthright 
statements with statistics to 


back each conclusion. Also in 
this same church magazine you 
will find each quarter under the 
heading “Where the Scriptures 
Speak” a treatment of the tem- 
perance lesson which always 
lays the axe at the root of the 
tree. 

Yes, I have heard of the 
WCTU, the YMCA and YWCA 
but I have always thought of 
these organizations as a part of 
the church. I have great respect 
for the work that has been done 
and is being done by all of these 
agencies but I feel sure that it 
is the church that gives them 
motivation for their good work. 

One morning not long ago I 
was listening to TV while eat- 
ing breakfast and pricked up my 
ears when it was announced 


that there was to be a debate 
on “The Repeal of Prohibition” 
on that program. The speakers 
were to be the president of the 
Bourbon Society and the presi- 
dent of the WCTU. Each 
speaker was to be given only 
three minutes for his (or her) 
presentation. 


I found myself waiting with 
great anticipation for the mes- 
sage of the WCTU president be- 
cause it seemed to me so much 
could be accomplished in even 
three minutes by the right pres- 
entation. I will have to con- 
fess that after the debate, I felt 
our temperance cause had been 
let down. 


Had some noted clergyman 
whose heart was in the cause 
been chosen for that debate I 
think the cause of temperance 
could have overwhelmed the 
contention of the liquor repre- 
sentative. 

The WCTU is a grand organi- 
zation and their workers have 
accomplished much but this was 
one occasion when I expected 
more than I got. May I hasten 
to add that time without num- 
ber the people in the pews where 
I have been preaching have ex- 
pected much more than they re- 
ceived. 


QUESTION: Don’t you think 
the women of our churches are 
seeking chief seats for them- 
selves these days, both in the 
local church and in Brotherhood 
activities? 


by F. E. Davison 


ANSWER: Even Daniel would 
have too much sense to walk 
into this lion’s den. Suppose I 
just say that I don’t think that 
the women ought to seek chief 
seats just because they are 
women. They do have a right 
to a seat in the councils of 
the church on the basis of their 
interest in, and work toward, 
Kingdom building. Too long 
many of our churches have kept 
the women standing in the ante- 
room while church officers have 
discussed matters about which 
they knew but little. 

In our brotherhood life, cer- 
tainly the United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society has given equal 
representation to women. Lef 
us all hope and pray that the 
church will never manipulate 
itself into a battle of the sexes. 





“Brace yourself, Reverend! 
Here comes Tex with some 
more new members!’ 




















